Actions the Minnesota Timber Producers Association
(TPA) has taken on your behalf:
When the gavel fell on the 2009 legislative session, it proved to be another successful year for TPA members, and for the industry as a whole, despite the challenges government is facing regarding budget deficits.  On many of the issues, TPA took a defensive posture against proposed legislation that would have damaged operating conditions in an already difficult economy.  The following is a list of activities undertaken by TPA, working with like-minded organizations, at all levels of government, including the legislature and state agencies.

· Timber Sale Funding: Facing large deficits, the legislature slashed the state budget in numerous areas.  However, TPA was pleased that the DNR timber sale budget was treated fairly this year.  While funding from the Forest Management Investment Account, which comes from timber sales revenues, was reduced by $5 million for FY 2010 and $6.1 million for FY 2011, these reductions were partially offset with $2 million each year in new General Fund appropriations and $0.95 million from the Heritage Enhancement Fund. 
· State Timber Scaling and Land Leasing: TPA succeeded in changing this legislation to a study.  The DNR was directed to increase the amount of wood it offers as “sold on appraised volume” timber sales and to report back to the legislature in 2011 on the advantages and disadvantages of this method.  The same legislation also gives the DNR the authority to lease up to 10,000 acres of forestland, not exceed 2,000 acres to any entity.  The DNR is directed to also study this pilot project and report back to the legislature.
· Tax Bills: No changes to the Sustainable Forest Incentive Act (SFIA) or cuts in Payments in Lieu of Taxes to the counties were passed.  The Governor, through unallotment, did cap SFIA at $100,000 for any individual property owner for Fiscal Year 2011 only.

· Interstate Truck Weights: TPA continues to pursue increased interstate truck weights through a variety of avenues, including participation in various coalitions and direct contact with members of Congress and their staffs.

· Overweight Truck Fines: Legislation to increase overweight truck fines was introduced but was not heard and did not pass. 
· Truck Safety Radio Announcements: TPA produced and aired radio public service announcements that urge the motoring public to drive safely around logging trucks, highlighting the industry’s professional drivers and desire for safety.

· Biodiesel Exemption – Logging Equipment: After the exemption to the state’s biodiesel mandates was secured in 2008, TPA staff continued to monitor and participate in meetings of the Governor’s biodiesel task force to ensure maintenance of the exemption.   
· County Forest Plans: TPA staff maintained communications with forestry departments at various counties, most notably Itasca and Koochiching Counties, as timber plans were updated.  Staff also participated at the county board level, where necessary, to encourage increased timber offerings and promote forest health.

· Insurance Liability Limits: TPA had dialog with several counties, encouraging them not to increase the liability insurance requirements on logging contractors.  At this time, no counties are requiring limits over $1 million.

· Federal Congressional Briefing: TPA met with members of Lake States Congressional staffs in Washington, bringing them up to speed on issues facing our industry.

· Meetings with Obama Administration: TPA Staff met with several members of the new administration, including USDA Secretary Vilsack regarding timber issues.
This is just a sampling of 2009 activities, which follow actions such as increased truck weights and the biodiesel exemption that TPA has undertaken for its members, and the industry as a whole, over the years.
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