Actions the Minnesota Timber Producers Association
(TPA) has taken on your behalf:
After an historic three week state government shutdown and a special legislative session, the work of creating a new biennial budget was finally completed.  A number of issues important to TPA members were acted upon this year, with maybe the most important being TPA’s support of a lawsuit against the DNR regarding the shutdown.  The following is a list of activities undertaken by TPA this year, working with like-minded organizations, at all levels of government, including the legislature and state agencies.
· Lawsuit against the DNR: With TPA’s full support, three TPA members successfully sued the DNR over the agency’s efforts to suspend timber sale permits during the state government shutdown.  The members were granted a temporary restraining order, allowing them—and all loggers—to continue operating on state lands.  This action by TPA and its members allowed those with open state permits to continue working for an additional two weeks, virtually the entire length of the shutdown.  In addition, hauling harvested timber from state lands was never suspended, as a settlement was reached with the state and ratified by the judge.
· DNR Budget: Although the DNR’s budget was ultimately reduced, thanks to TPA’s lobbying efforts the final budget figure was greater than the Governor had proposed and the legislature had enacted in the previously vetoed budget bills.  Had those lower budget figures been passed, the DNR would have had to offer less wood than previous years.  Instead, the DNR has indicated that it will be able to maintain its recent timber sales level of 800,000 cords with the funding provided.
·  DNR Forestry Funds: The Division of Forestry will be able to recover its costs for setting up timber sales on other activities when they are performed on lands managed by other Divisions.  This is most significant for activities conducted on Wildlife Management Areas.  Previously the Division of Forestry absorbed the costs and the other Divisions kept the revenues generated.
· Roads and Bridges: Record funding for DNR roads and bridges was included in the Bonding Bill.  A total of $4.8 million is allocated for projects on state forests, parks and wildlife management areas.  It is expected that over half of this amount will go to forest roads and bridges.

· Wetlands—Forest Road Exemption: When county, state, and federal agencies ordered a private landowner to remove a wetlands road that had been properly built for forestry purposes, TPA worked with the landowner, logger, and other interested parties to fight the governmental decision.  After much research and several hearings over the course of ten months, the landowner was allowed to keep the road.  The critical forest road exemption in the Wetlands Conservation Act was protected.

· Timber Sale Task Force: The DNR agreed to change several practices in its timber sale unit, making it easier for loggers to do business.  These changes were the direct result of recommendations made by TPA’s Timber Sale Task Force.  Changes include improvements to security requirements, consumer scale paperwork, the process of rectifying trespass charges, over-the-counter sale prices, and small values of “added wood” on timber permits.  Also, sale expiration dates are being standardized.
· Interstate Truck Weights: Since first successfully lobbying for increased truck weights for forest products during the 2004 legislative session, TPA continues to pursue increased truck weights on interstate highways through a variety of avenues, including participation in various coalitions and direct contact with members of Congress and their staffs.  A total of three bills that would allow increased weights on Minnesota Interstates have been introduced in Washington.
· Environmental Review: Legislation to streamline and speed up the environmental review process was passed and signed into law.  This is a first step in improving Minnesota's cumbersome and archaic process for judging capital investment projects.

