Actions the Minnesota Timber Producers Association
(TPA) has taken on your behalf:
Budget deficits have continued to dominate discussions at the Minnesota Legislature.  Despite the challenges government is facing, the 2010 legislative session again proved to be a successful one for TPA members, and for the industry as a whole.  The following is a list of activities undertaken by TPA, working with like-minded organizations, at all levels of government, including the legislature and state agencies.
· Overweight Truck Fines: A provision clarifying that overweight fines for forest products apply to the permitted weight not the statutory weight passed and was signed into law. It also clarifies that the $150 fine for the first two violations applies to trucks operating with the special forestry six axle permits that allow an additional 10,000 pounds. 
· Suspension of the Biodiesel Mandate: After securing an exemption for the use of biodiesel in woods equipment during the 2008 legislative session, TPA continued to monitor the fuel’s use, including the increase of mandated content to 5% biodiesel, and participation in the Governor’s Biodiesel Task Force.  In 2010 lawmakers realized the shortcomings in the fuel’s wintertime use and passed legislation that exempts number 1 diesel from the biodiesel mandate until March 31, 2012, including for over-the-road vehicles.
· DNR Timber Sales: TPA supported legislation that clarifies the DNR can re-offer unsold timber at auction for less than the appraised price.  In addition, legislation passed that clarifies that down payments on sealed bid sales must be received or postmarked within 14 days of the bid opening, and changes state law to provide that bid guarantees in addition to down payments are only require if the bid up is in excess of $5000.  To assist in addressing issues like this in the future, TPA is establishing a task force to examine DNR timber sale issues.
· Interstate Truck Weights: Since first successfully lobbying for increased truck weights for forest products during the 2004 legislative session, TPA continues to pursue increased truck weights on interstate highways through a variety of avenues, including participation in various coalitions and direct contact with members of Congress and their staffs.
· Insurance Liability Limits: TPA had dialog with several counties, including Itasca and Crow Wing as they considered whether to increase the liability insurance requirements on logging contractors.  Ultimately both counties decided against increasing the requirements and at this time, no counties are requiring limits over $1 million.

· County Forest Plans: TPA staff has maintained communications with forestry departments at various counties, most notably Koochiching County, as timber plans were updated.  TPA also successfully lobbied the Becker County board when it was considering suspending timber sales in order to wait for market conditions to improve.  Staff continues to participate at the board level in various counties, where necessary, to encourage increased timber offerings and promote forest health.

· Wood Yard Safety Task Force: In an effort to reduce wood yard accidents and make the logging profession safer, TPA assembled a Wood Yard Safety Task Force, made up of loggers, truckers, mill personnel, MLEP staff, and insurance professionals in an effort to establish uniform best practices for all mills in Minnesota.  These best practices will be published before the end of 2010.
· Forest Management Guideline Revisions:  TPA sought input from its membership on potential changes to the Forest Management Guidelines and submitted comments based on that input.  TPA will continue to participate in the revision process as it unfolds over the next two years. 
· Federal Activities: TPA staff met the USFS Chief, filed comments on the BCAP program, and participates on the congressional and agency levels on a variety of issues, including US House climate legislation as it pertains to family forest owners.

