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Well, another winter is in 
the books.  I hope the snow goes 
with it.  It’s the middle of April 
and it still feels like we could be 
logging in the spruce swamp.  It 
is my understanding that road 
restrictions went on later this year 
than any other year in MnDOT’s 
North Zone.

LogSafe and MLEP classes are 
on everybody’s list of things to 
do this quarter.  They started a 
little early for us in the border 
country this year.  Most of the 
area loggers were still cutting and 

hauling 
wood 
when the 
classes 
were 
scheduled 

for our area.  
Maybe next year 
they can be a 
couple of weeks 
later unless global 
warming comes 
back.

I need to thank the Lake of 
the Woods County Highway 
Department for the forestry road 
plowing they did this winter.  It is 
a great help for any logger in that 
county to have the forestry road 
maintenance in the winter.

Repairs and maintenance of 
equipment and trucks seems to 
be on the list for the mud season 
again.  There is always plenty 
of work to do on that side of the 
operation.  Lots of checks going 
out, not many paychecks coming 
in this time of year.

I hope it warms up soon.  Have 
a good and safe spring.
Silence in the face of evil is itself evil.  
God will not hold us guiltless.  Not 
to speak is to speak.  Not to act is to 
act.  Dietrich Bonhoffer

Executive Committee
Mike Warren: 218-244-5722
Kit Hasbargen: 218-634-1628
Scott Pittack: 218-259-8148
Dave Berthiaume: 218-380-9783
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TPA Staff
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President’s 

Column

TPA Annual Meeting 
Set for Grand Rapids 
Meeting Combined with
Golf and Fishing Event 

Mark your calendars for 
Thursday and Friday June 5 and 6 
for the 2013 TPA Annual Meeting, 
Board of Directors Meeting, Golf 
and Fishing Event, and Annual 
Membership Banquet at Ruttger’s 
Sugar Lake Lodge just south of 
Grand Rapids.

Both days will not only feature 
information to help members run 
their businesses, but also with the 
opportunity to socialize with fellow 
loggers and vendors.  

Highlighting this 
year’s Annual Banquet 
will be guest speaker 
Mike McKinley.  A 
graduate of Grand 
Rapids High School, 
McKinley has had 
a successful career 
owning several small 

businesses.  In addition, he is an 
accomplished and highly-sought 
after speaker throughout the 

Golfers at the 2013 TPA Event didn’t let a little rain stop them from having a good 
time.  (L-R): Andy Shermoen, Ryan Milette, Ted Kromy, Mike Rieger, John Rolle, 
Dave Hensel, Cam Hardwig, and David Haley.  They’ll be hoping for sunnier 
skies at this year’s golf outing.

Mike 
McKinley

country on a variety of topics, 
including motivation, change, and 
leadership.  

Ruttger’s Sugar Lake Lodge 
features a beautiful golf course 
and clear, blue Sugar Lake.  We’ve 
again chosen this location not only 
because of the success of previous 
years’ events, but also because it is 
centrally located just south of Grand 
Rapids.

Registration forms for the 2014 
Annual Meeting, Board of Directors 
Meeting and Golf and Fishing Event 
will be mailed.  Watch your mailbox 
and join us for these great events!
Schedule 
Thursday June 5
Morning – Annual Meeting
Afternoon – Golf and Fishing Event
Evening – Social Hour and Banquet
Friday June 6
Morning – Board of Directors 
    Meeting
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BUILDING EQUIPMENT THAT CREATES OPPORTUNITIES

®

REDUCE COST.
INCREASE PROFITS.

For over 50 years, Morbark has manufactured high-performance equipment that allows you to harvest and process wood  
and other materials and convert them into profitable products. Nortrax can help you match your requirements with the best  
in Morbark Chiparvestors™, whole tree chippers, grinders and more. Depend on Nortrax for excellent product support, 
as well as an extensive Morbark equipment and parts inventory.

Contact: Erik Lunemann
  Nortrax Morbark Product Specialist - 218.244.7478

Grand Rapids  800.450.9427  •  Duluth  800.450.7456  •  Bemidji  888.450.1996

Nortrax & Morbark® can help you take your operation to the next level with:
   • Forestry       • Biomass       • Recycling      • Construction & Land Clearing Waste      

 

 

“The Tire Professionals” 

 

• Huge Inventory 
 Passenger, light truck, truck, skidder & off-road tires 

• 24 Hour Emergency Road Service 
 Skidder & Truck 

• Delivery Routes thru out Northern MN 
• The “Tire Professionals” since 1939 

 

116 Ogden Ave.       201 N. Hoover Rd.                     
 Superior, WI. 54880       Virginia, MN 55792 

 800-420-6216       888-545-9803 
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Executive Vice 
President’s 

Column

The most significant item for us 
that has become law this Legislative 
Session is the repeal of the sales tax 
on machinery repairs.  This tax was 
enacted in 2013 as part of the “fix” 
to the state’s budget problems.  

Repealing this tax will save 
loggers $250,000 per year according 
to the Minn. Department of 
Revenue.  It will also save mills, 
from small to large, a significant 
amount of money as equipment 
needs to be repaired during the 

course of 
business.

Given the 
significance 
of this tax to 
our members 
I testified in 

support of repeal in 
front of a number of 
different committees.  
Saving our members 
this kind of money 
in a still challenging 
economy is 

important work for TPA.
As part of the first tax bill this 

year the sales tax on warehousing 
was also eliminated.

A big thank you to the Legislature 
and the Governor for eliminating 
these unwise taxes.

W     W     W
I was saddened to learn of Paul 

Lundberg’s passing.  Paul served 
many years on the TPA Board of 
Directors and was the chair of our 
Transportation Committee.  Paul 
had voluminous knowledge of 
trucking issues, requirements, 
regulations and laws that he shared 
for the betterment of all loggers and 
truckers.  He was well respected 
in our business and also by the 
people we deal with.  My heartfelt 
sympathy to Paul’s family.

W     W     W
We ended the winter logging 

season with good safety results 
in the woods.  A big thank you to 
everyone for making sure that safety 
was a priority even with all of the 
weather challenges that we had this 
year.

Safety needs to be an everyday 
priority in order to be successful in 
preventing injuries.  

W     W     W

The State Legislature will return 
to work after their Easter break.    
We can expect a lot of action in the 
final days of the session.  But, that 
won’t end the political season for 
the year.

We can expect lots of campaigning 
as their will be elections for 
Governor, Attorney General, 
State Auditor, State Treasurer, all 
134 seats in the Minn. House of 
Representatives, one U.S. Senate 
seat and all eight seats in the U.S. 
House of Representatives.

Each of these races will impact 
our members no matter how they 
turn out.  The important thing is 
to be informed and involved.  By 
November it may also help to have 
a good strong mute button on your 
TV remote.

W     W     W
Make sure to mark your calendars 

for the TPA annual meeting on June 
5 and 6 at Ruttger’s Sugar Lake 
Lodge in Grand Rapids.  We’re 
working on a top-notch program 
that will be informative and 
enjoyable.  

While you have your calendars 
out mark down Sept. 12 and 13 for 
the North Star Expo.  It’s back to 
Bemidji for this year’s show which 
will be held at the Sanford Center.  
It’s exciting to be back in Bemidji 
again.

W     W     W
The University of Minnesota’s 

College of Food, Agriculture and 
Natural Resource Sciences (CFANS) 
is currently searching for a new 

dean.  Dr. Al Levine, the original 
dean when the Colleges of Natural 
Resources and Agriculture were 
merged, stepped down to return to 
a faculty position last year.

Our industry has a long-standing 
relationship with this important 
UM College.  From foresters to 
paper and wood science engineers 
it provides many professionals that 
we need to succeed.  The faculty 
at the University of Minnesota 
also conduct important research, 
extension and outreach programs 
that benefit us in many ways.

The Department of Forest 
Resources, which is part of CFANS, 
has many active faculty members 
that we interact with on a regular 
basis.  We all know Dr. Alan Ek, 
the department head, Dr. Mike 
Kilgore and Dr. Charlie Blinn from 
their frequent appearances at TPA 
annual and board meetings and 
their involvement with the North 
Star Expo.

I’m very pleased that UM Provost 
Karen Hanson asked me to serve 
on the search committee for the 
new dean and look forward to 
identifying an outstanding new 
leader for the college.

W     W     W
Everyone seems to have a little 

more spring in their steps and 
smiles on their faces as this winter 
for the ages begins to loosen its long 
grip on us.  Enjoy the spring and 
remember to keep working safely.

BOX 1008  •  CASS LAKE, MN 56633  •  218-335-2694

www.cassforest.com

Buying Fresh Logs: Red and White Pine
Pine Bolts: Jack, Red and White

For Specifications Call 218-335-2694
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Delivering
productivity
THrough
advanced
fluid power
solutions

www.RapidsHydraulic.com

218-326-8910
34718 Industrial Blvd. E.

Cohasset, MN  55721

Complete hydraulic Services
Custom manufacturing

hydraulic rebuild/repair
Machine Shop

Leak Detection
Training

good 
business.

WHAT’S RIGHT IS JUST
WHEN DoING

° Business/Corporate Law °
›› Michael Donovan   ›› John Gasele  ›› Robert Kanuit

›› Dexter Larsen   ›› Daniel Maddy

fryberger.com

We have an attorney for you.

Toward the Best
Customer Service

1932 - 2012
CELEBRATING 80 YEARS IN BUSINESS

www.rihmkenworth.com

St. Paul, MN
651.646.7833
800.988.8235

Sauk Centre, MN
320.352.8540
855.704.9211

Albert Lea, MN
507.552.1340
877.744.6591

Duluth/Superior
715.395.5350
800.341.1666
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Member Feature...

by Ray Higgins

Josh Hull loved his 10 years 
serving in the U.S. Army Reserves.

“Where else,” he asks, “do you get 
paid to jump out of a helicopter?

Hull enlisted in 2002, spending 
most of his time in Afghanistan, 
working with the locals on a variety 
of programs.  Often times the sorts 
of activities he was involved in are 
termed “nation building.”

“That’s a good description,” Hull 
says.  

“I loved the military.  It was my 
niche.  The only drawback was I 
didn’t get to be home at night.  I 

Josh Hull

Logging wasn’t the Plan
But after three deployments in Afghanistan, Two 
Harbors native Josh Hull was ready for something 
different.  Now he calls logging, “A Godsend.”

got to be home periodically every 
couple of years.”

That was the problem.  The 
“short” deployments were still a 
year in length.  Hull had met his 
wife a month before he headed for 
Afghanistan for a second time.

“Amazingly enough she stuck 
with me for an entire deployment,” 
Hull says.  

The Hulls were married when he 
got home, but Josh found himself 
back in Afghanistan a third time.  
That’s when he realized it was time 
for something else.

“It’s not a married man’s game,” 
he says of the military.  “When 
you’re married and start having 

kids, it’s time to go.  I thought, 
‘maybe I need to spend some time at 
home.’”

Once the decision to return to his 
family in Minnesota was made, he 
faced another dilemma:  What to do 
next?

Hull was born and raised in 
Two Harbors, the son of a sawmill 
owner, “so I grew up kind of in this 
industry,” he says.  

“He bought the first sawmill when 
I was 11.  It was just a little band 
saw and it slowly developed into a 
bigger and bigger operation from 
there.  I learned how to run circle 
saw, band saws, how to stack a lot of 
wood.  It was good manual labor.”
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Roger Campbell of Hull Forest Products harvests birch with a Timbco 425 feller buncher.

Josh was home-schooled, 
actually finishing high school at 
Lake Superior College in Duluth, 
and ultimately earning a two-
year degree there in machining/
computer numerical control.  From 
there it was into the reserves, with 
a job or two back in Minnesota 
between deployments, but nothing 
he wanted to pursue on a full-time 
basis once he was through with 
military life.  That’s when he ran 
into Tom McCabe.

A longtime and well-respected 
Duluth logger, McCabe was starting 
to think about retirement.  He’d 
purchased the business from his 
father, Tom McCabe, Sr., but didn’t 
have a succession plan.  Until he 
met Hull.

“I had met Tom at church,” Hull 
recalls, “When I got back, he said 
he had a dozer if I wanted to do 
some woods road work and some 
odds and ends.  So I started running 
around with Tom just to get back 
into normal life again.

“Logging wasn’t the plan,” he 
says.  “It was a Godsend.”

“He came back with no job,” 
McCabe says, “and just asked if he 
could tag along behind me because 
he was looking for somewhere to go 
and decompress a little bit.”

That was October 2010, and it 

didn’t take long for the two to 
figure out that Hull’s abilities were 
a good match for the woods and for 
logging.

“I did a lot more wrenching than I 
did anything else right off the bat,” 
Hull says.  “Tom found out that I 
could figure out how to put things 
together and take things apart.  
My time at Lake Superior College 
helped, but I also grew up around a 
small sawmill.  And from being in 
Afghanistan, you’d be amazed how 
learning how to make whatever 
piece of equipment you had work 
– in the middle of nowhere with 
nothing – applies to being able to 
keep logging equipment running.  
When you’re in the middle of 
nowhere, and your truck doesn’t 
run, and you have to make it run, 
you learn a lot.”

By the time McCabe realized he 
wanted Hull to join the crew on a 
full-time basis, a plan was already in 
its early stages.

“When I offered him a job,” 
McCabe remembers, “he said that 
was fine, but that he was going to 
be logging on his own in four or five 
years.”

Hull recalls McCabe’s response: 
“He kind of went, ‘I’m only going to 
do this for so many more years.  If it 
turns out that this is something that 

will work, great.  If not? Then we’ll 
have a good five-year run and you’ll 
be on to the next thing.’  I said, OK, 
that works for me.”

After Hull spent time building 
roads with the dozer, he obtained 
his Class A CDL and drove truck for 
a winter.  Then McCabe purchased 
a rubber-tired feller buncher, and 
Hull ran that the following winter, 
gradually learning the logging 
business bit by bit from several 
different angles.  And he loved it.

Both men soon realized the 
collaboration was working out as 
well as they could have hoped, and 
eventually started talking about a 
purchase agreement that would give 
Josh a path for the future, and Tom 
the succession plan he’d wanted.  
They decided McCabe would retain 

Wheel Loaders, Crawlers, Track Excavators
Loader Backhoes, Skidders, Skid-Steer
Loaders, Engines and Transmissions

“Rely on our experience–Est. 1967”

www.sewlparts.com - parts@sewlparts.com
4535 State Route 3 N • PO Box 136

Wolf Lake, IL 62998

1-800-626-6046

USED REPAIR PARTS
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the trucking side of the business 
and do all of the hauling, while Hull 
would purchase the entire woods 
operation.  In October 2013, at the 
age of 29, Josh became owner of 
Hull Forest Products.

“I had the chance to buy an intact 
business, with a great reputation, 
from a great guy, with an 
established crew,” Hull says.  “What 
a great opportunity.”

One thing McCabe couldn’t 
guarantee in the sale was whether 
that established crew would stay 
on to work for Hull.  Buncher 
operator Roger Campbell, and 
skidder drivers Royal Abrahamson 
and Rick Olson had all worked 
for the company for more than 40 
years.  So long, in fact that they’d 
initially been hired by Tom McCabe, 
Sr., before Tom Jr. even owned the 
business.  Fortunately for Hull, the 
trio – along with chipper/slasher 
operator Tony Ernest, who’s been 
with the business only 17 years – all 
agreed to stay.  

“It was amazing,” Hull says.  
“They worked with me long 
enough to all say, ‘yeah, I’ll work 
for him.’”

Talk about a Godsend.  Having 
an experienced crew enables Hull 
to know the harvesting operations 
will be performed properly by these 
veteran logging professionals.

“It’s huge,” Hull says.  “I can say, 

here’s a sale, and here’s the way 
that we want to do it.  I don’t have 
to go out there and micromanage 
anybody.  They know what to do.  
They’ve been doing it for so long.  
They work together seamlessly.”

In addition, Hull also gets 
immediate feedback from the crew 
on whether he’s making the right 
decisions when planning a harvest, 
like on the current St. Louis County 

job they’re working.
“For example,” Hull says, “I was 

looking at how to do a portion of 
this sale.  And I said let’s head south 
first and get that up, then we’ll 
head north.  And then I was second-
guessing myself and Rick says, ‘well 
if we go north first, if stuff starts 
getting thawed out, south will be 
easier to get out.  But right now 
let’s head north.’  So, that’s what 

Hull Forest Products utilizes two skidders on most jobs.  Here, Royal Abrahamson drives a John Deere 648G-III.  In 
addition, Rick Olson operates a John Deere 648G.  Both men have worked with this crew for more than 40 years.

Tony Ernest gets ready to climb into the Morbark Model 20 Chipper.  Ernest also 
runs the slasher and oversees operations on the landing for Hull Forest Products.
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“I think I’ve struck the perfect 
balance,” Hull says.  “I think I have 
a good enough relationship with 

all of them that I can go to them for 
advice.  Tom will just tell me if he 
thinks there’s a different way.  And 

Tom McCabe

While Tom McCabe still handles much of the hauling for Hull Forest Products, contract truckers are also utilized.  Here, 
Bryan Beede loads harvested timber for delivery to the mill.

we did.  So drawing on their years 
of experience allows us to do the 
right thing.  Otherwise I would have 
messed up so many times if I didn’t 
have them to consult with.”

Hull’s father is also a valuable 
resource, drawing on his years of 
his experience as a small-business 
owner.  Plus, he’s in daily contact 
with McCabe regarding the hauling, 
and Josh’s grandfather was a logger 
years ago.  So advice isn’t hard to 
come by. 
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Harvested birch from Hull’s harvest site on St. Louis County land.

he knows if I disagree, I’ll just tell 
him I disagree.  There isn’t a, ‘well if 
Tom says I have to do it then I have 
to do it’ mentality.  

“What I didn’t want,” he says, 
“was to have Tom say, ‘OK, here are 
the keys to the logging operation, 
see you later.’  I would have been 
in trouble.  But at the same time 
I’d never be able to accomplish 
anything for me as a business owner 
if Tom still ran everything and let 
me have my name on it.  So I think 
we have that perfect balance.”

Still, there have been questions 
from Hull’s peers on why he’d 
want to buy a logging operation, 
particularly at this time in the 
industry.

“There aren’t many people my 
age saying, ‘hey, I want to go do 
this,’” Hull says.  “Because it’s not 
a 9-to-5 job.  It’s not two weeks 
of vacation every year.  It isn’t 
someone else saying everything’s all 
right, here’s your paycheck.  There 
isn’t that security perception that 
my generation tends to want.  I 
have a lot of friends that go ‘I don’t 
want to go out on my own and try 
something because what if I fail?’  
Well, what if I fail?  I have a good 

chance I could fail doing this, but 
you know what?  I’m going to give 
it everything I have.  And I have 
people that are willing to help me 
through, and make sure that I make 
the right decisions.  And as long as I 
realize I don’t know everything and 
I have them as a resource, I’ll take 
my chances.”

Also helping the transition is 
Chris McCabe, Tom’s wife.  She’d 
long done the books for McCabe 
Forest Products, and Josh asked her 
to continue doing the same for Hull 
Forest Products.

On this sale, Hull and his crew 
will cut approximately 1000 cords 
of timber, roughly a 50/50 split 
between aspen and birch, with 
some balsam and spruce as well.  It 
will be hauled to either Louisiana 
Pacific, Hedstrom Lumber, 
NewPage, Futurewood, or the Besse 
mill in Wisconsin, depending on 
product and species.  Some of the 
wood is also being chipped and 
hauled to either Minnesota Power 
or to Sappi.

Of course, there are challenges, 
not the least of which is a just-
completed harsh winter.

“My first winter in business, and 
it’s the coldest, nastiest winter in 
my lifetime?,” Hull says with a 
smile.  “Hydraulic hoses, it’s just 
constant.  A constant fight.  But you 
know what?  I’m in the spring, and 
I’m still smiling.  I’m still excited 
to get up in the morning to come 
out to work.  So I’d say we’re doing 
alright.”

And the best part?  He’s not off 
in a foreign country, but close to his 
wife Christen and their three kids, 
spending time on the woods, facing 
a new challenge each day.

“I get up in the morning,” Hull 
says, “and I’m excited to go to work.  
And I can see my family at night, I 
get to do different stuff every day.  
I’m not doing the same exact thing 
over and over and over again.  I get 
the challenges, and I get to go at 
my speed.  I have awesome guys to 
work with.  Life is great.”

Email: wscauction@airrun.net
www.wausauauctioneers.com
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LUA is proud to continue our 108-year tradition of service by 
partnering with Northern Capital Insurance Group to meet the 

insurance needs of the MTPA members.

Northern Capital has been serving the Forest 
Products Industry for over 20 years specializing in 
workers compensation, property, general liability 

and truck/auto insurance coverages.

For more information contact Northern Capital at 
1-800-676-8818 or info@northerncapital-mn.com 

ATTN: Judy King. 
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Timber
Talk

2014 Break-up is Latest Ever 
MnDOT placed Spring Load 
Restrictions (SLR) on the state’s 
North and North Central Frost 
Zones on April 4 this year, the latest 
date ever.

The spring restrictions mark the 
unofficial start of “spring break-up,” 
the time when the winter logging 
season ends, and when the Winter 
Weight Increases, allowing those 
hauling raw timber to carry up to 

99,000 pounds 
with a 6th axle 
and a permit, 
begin.

The previous 
latest date 
for the start 
of SLR was 

March 29, in both 1989 and in 2013.  
MnDOT began keeping records on 
SLR in 1986.  Since that time, the 
average start date has been March 
17, making this year’s start 18            
days later than the historical 
average.

The late start to spring load 
restrictions was possible due 
not only the colder than normal 
temperatures during the winter 
of 2013-14, but also due to an 
unseasonably cold March in the 
northern third of the state.  

The extra days on the end of the 
winter logging season made up            
for some of the production lost          
due to the frigid winter.  Likewise, 
mills had been seeing lower than 
normal wood supply levels as a 
result of the lost production, and 
were able to beef up their supplies 
with the extra days at the end of the 
season.

According to MnDOT, the 
start date for each frost zone is 
determined using a cumulative 
thawing index, which is calculated 
from measured and predicted air 
temperatures from several weather 
stations.  MnDOT indicates that 
when the index accumulates 25 F 
degree-days that a critical amount 
of thawing has occurred and SLR 
should be in place.  The start of 
SLR is announced for a frost zone 
when the three-day weather forecast 
indicates that the index will exceed 
25 F degree-days and continued 
thawing is expected.

Jim Marshall
Retires from Blandin

Jim Marshall, long-time forest 
resources manager at UPM Blandin, 
retired at the end of February.

A native of 
Grand Rapids, 
Marshall worked 
for Blandin for 33 
years in a variety 
of positions, 
including in forest 
development, as a 

private forest land manager, and in 
public relations.  He served as the 
mill’s forest resources manager for 
13 years.

A graduate of the University of 
Minnesota, Marshall worked for 
the Minnesota DNR before joining 
Blandin.

During his years at Blandin, 
Marshall was also active in a variety 
of other forestry related groups, 
including the Minnesota Logger 
Education Program board and the 
Sustainable Forestry Initiative’s 
Minnesota State Implementation 
committee, to name two.

In an email to his colleagues, 
Marshall wrote, “It has been a 
wonderful career, but the time has 
come for me to move on and allow 

others to take on the responsibilities 
and challenges of this new era 
in forestry.  I am leaving with 
mixed feelings – excited to be able 
to go out skiing, biking, hiking, 
gardening, hunting, fishing and so 
forth when the weather is fine and 
the day beckons. But, I am also sad 
to leave the camaraderie of this 
wonderful forestry community as I 
have known it for almost 40 years.”

Marshall and his wife, Patti, will 
continue to live in Grand Rapids.

Cheryl Adams has been named to 
replace Marshall as Blandin’s forest 
resources manager.  A graduate of 
Michigan Tech, Adams previously 
served as the forest ecologist for the 
Grand Rapids mill, and has been 
with the company since 1999.

Westbound Bong Bridge 
Closure Delayed

After requests from several 
entities, including legislative 
offices, congressional offices and 
logging interests in both Minnesota 
and Wisconsin, the Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation 
delayed for five weeks its plan to 
entirely close the westbound lanes 
of the Bong Bridge.  

Originally scheduled to close 
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March 31, WisDOT moved the 
closure back to May 5, allowing 
harvested timber to move from 
Wisconsin to Minnesota during the 
critical break-up time of the year, 
when other routes between the 
states are posted at lower weights.  
Instead, one lane in each direction 
is remaining open until the full 
westbound closure takes effect.  
It is expected to continue until 
November 1.  

Still to be rectified is next 
summer’s proposed closure of both 
eastbound lanes on the Bong while 
the bridge is re-conditioned.

The two-year project on the bridge 
includes an overlay on the existing 
bridge deck, replacement and repair 
of arch components, replacement of 
existing expansion joints, repainting 
of girder ends, and replacement of 
street lights and ship navigation 
lights

Originally opened in 1984 after a 
five-year construction project, the 
Bong is a major route for harvested 
timber between the two states 
due to its allowance of increased 
weights on a sixth axle and a raw 
timber products permit.  The nearby 
Blatnik Bridge isn’t a viable option 

because it is considered a federal 
interstate highway and doesn’t 
allow higher loads of timber, while 
other routes between Minnesota 
and Wisconsin are problematic 
during the spring due to lower road 
postings.

U.S. Demand for Wood 
Expected to Rise Over 
Next Five Years 

An analysis of the wood supply 
chain in the U.S., strained due to the 
Great Recession and by a long-term 
decline in wood use, indicates a 
robust recovery is expected over 
the next five years.  However, 
investment in logging and trucking 
capacity is needed to meet that 
expected demand.

The analysis was conducted by 
RISI, a provider of information for 
the global forest products industry.  
According to the study, the U.S. 
forest products market is in the 
“foothills” of a recovery.  RISI 
estimates housing starts will reach 
1.67 million by 2016, more than 
double the total of 780,000 in 2012.  

As a result, demand for roundwood 
will increase in the U.S.

However, because logging and 
trucking capacity have declined 
over the past five years due to 
the industry downturn and Great 
Recession, investments in logging 
operations will be required to 
meet this demand.  According to 
the RISI report, “whether capital 
investments are made by existing 
harvesting and trucking businesses 
or new entries into the harvesting 
and trucking business is immaterial.  
The main point is some entity will 
have to invest in the equipment to 
have sufficient logging and trucking 
capacity to meet the forecasted 
demand for roundwood.”

The RISI report also says 
procurement professionals need 
to understand the relationship 
between increased roundwood 
demand and the existing logging 
capacity.  Supplier-consumer 
relations will be critical as the 
industry attempts to meet the 
expected demand.

The full report can be read at 
http://wsri.org/resources/media/  
WoodSupplyChainAnalysisFinal
Rpt.pdf
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Gypsy Moth Quarantine
Agreement Reached
After months of discussions state 
and federal regulators have agreed 
on several stipulations designed to 
ease the burden of a proposed gypsy 
moth quarantine on Minnesota’s 
timber industry.

The agreement represents an 
acknowledgement on the part of 
several agencies that compliance 
with the proposed quarantine would 
be difficult for our state’s forest 
products manufacturers.  Among 
the parties to these discussions 
were personnel from the Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture (MDA), 
Minnesota DNR, the US Department 
of Agriculture Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (APHIS), 
Minnesota Forest Industries, and 
TPA.

“We’re pleased with the 
responsiveness of the folks from both 
the state and federal governments,” 
TPA President Kit Hasbargen said.  
“Our fear was that wood from 
quarantined counties would have 
been unmarketable.  But with these 
changes, it appears we’ll still be able 
to utilize the resource while still 
protecting forest health.”

Among the changes agreed to by 
APHIS and MDA:
•	The quarantine for Lake and Cook 

County will go into effect on July 1, 
2014.

•	Under the proposed “new” 
compliance agreement mills will 
not be required to utilize regulated 
products ( pulpwood, logs, bark 
and bark products) harvested from 
quarantine areas by April 30 of a 
given year.  Such a requirement 
would have made it impossible for 
companies to utilize timber from 
the quarantined counties.

•	Regulated articles will continue to 
move from Wisconsin to MN under 
a limited permit.
Haulers of harvested timber will 

be responsible for inspecting loads 
for gypsy moth egg masses before 
leaving the landing.  This is expected 
to amount to nothing more than 
a “walk-around” by the logger or 
hauler.

“This walk around can be 
accomplished while the load is being 
secured,” said Chuck Dryke of MDA.  
“We’re looking for a partnership with 
loggers, industry, and Minnesotans to 

protect the resource .”
 Training on what to look for is 

expected to be offered by MLEP, after 
which loggers/haulers will be issued 
an identification number that will 
accompany the load.

Homeowners, campers and others 
who live in and visit the proposed 
quarantine will need to self-inspect 
outdoor household articles, like 
RVs, camping equipment and patio 
furniture, before moving those items 
out of the quarantine. A checklist 
is available and may be helpful 
documentation in crossing the 
international border to Canada.

Agencies have been tracking and 
treating gypsy moth in Minnesota 
for decades. In 2013,  MDA captured 
a record 71,258 gypsy moths, 90 
percent of which located in Lake 
and Cook counties.  According to 
the DNR website, the gypsy moth is 
an invasive forest pest from Europe 
that is one of the most damaging 
tree defoliators currently in the U.S. 
They are voracious eaters and can 
completely defoliate entire trees.  
Repeated defoliation can lead to 
the death of many trees, changing 
the mix of tree species and affecting 
dependent wildlife.  Because gypsy 
moths are nonnative, there are few 
natural enemies to keep them in 
check.

Under the original proposed 

quarantine, wood harvested during 
May and June of any year – the 
prime hatching period for the gypsy 
moth – consuming mills would 
have been required to utilize wood 
from a quarantined county within 
five days.  In addition, all wood 
harvested during the winter months 
would have had to been used by 
April 30th of that year.  As a result 
of the agreement, both requirements 
will be waived for mills with a signed 
compliance agreement, and will also 
need to document loads of wood 
delivered from the affected counties.

One of the critical steps to reaching 
this agreement was a visit from Paul 
Chaloux, National Policy Manager 
for the APHIS Gypsy Moth Program.  
He toured the Louisiana Pacific 
and Hedstrom Lumber mills – both 
in the quarantined counties – to 
understand how those companies 
handle their wood, and also met with 
representatives from other interested 
parties, including mills from outside 
the initial quarantine and with TPA.

“We need to bring the gypsy 
moth program into the 21st 
century,” Chaloux said during 
his visit.  “We know we need to 
modernize our program.  As we 
learn more about the pest, you make 
adjustments to accommodate the new 
information, new methods, and new 
technologies.”

Paul Chaloux, National Policy Manager for the APHIS Gypsy Moth Program, 
tours the Louisiana Pacific mill in Two Harbors to understand how Minnesota 
facilities handle their wood.  At left in the orange vest is LP procurement manager 
Jason Evans.
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LOGGERS OF THE PAST . . .

“The ‘Sky Pilots’”
by J. C. Ryan

This story is reprinted from an earlier Timber Bulletin–one of the first of “Buzz” 
Ryan’s ever-popular contributions to these pages. The Bulletin will continue to 
reprint selected stories from the memories he recorded for us.–Editor
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North Star Expo Returns
to Bemidji in 2014

After a five-year absence, the 
North Star Expo is returning to 
Bemidji in 2014.

The site of the 61st annual event 
will be the Sanford Center.  It 
will mark the first time the Expo 
will be held at the new arena and 
convention center, and the first time 
in over 20 years the event is being 
held at an arena complex.  The last 
time was when the Expo was held 
at the Duluth Entertainment and 
Convention Center in the early 
1990s.

The last time the Expo was 
held in Bemidji was in 2008 at the 
Beltrami County Fairgrounds.  The 
event was held at the Itasca County 
Fairgrounds in Grand Rapids from 
2009-2013.

“We’re excited to be bringing 
the Expo back to Bemidji,” said 
TPA Expo committee member 
Joan Pomp.  “Grand Rapids did a 
wonderful job embracing our event, 
and we’ll be back there someday.  
But now it’s Bemidji’s turn to host 
the Expo.  The Sanford Center is a 
beautiful facility and the Beltrami 
County community has always 
welcomed us with open arms.  
We’re looking forward to being back 
there in 2014.”

The arena floor of the Sanford 
Center will be utilized for many of 

the vendors who have traditionally 
purchased “outdoor lots” in 
the past, including some large 
equipment vendors.  The Center’s 
parking lot will also feature displays 
of large equipment and other 
logging needs.  “Indoor” vendors 
will be situated in the arena’s 
concourse and on the main arena 
floor.

Opened in October 2010, the 

Sanford Center is home to the 
Bemidji State men’s and women’s 
hockey teams.  Between the arena 
and convention center, the site is 
home to numerous other events, 
including arena football, concerts, 
conventions, rodeos, and graduation 
ceremonies.

The 2014 North Star Expo will      
be held on Friday and Saturday, 
Sept. 12 and 13.
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Scheff Logging and Trucking 
Named Minnesota Logger of the Year 
Scheff Logging and Trucking 
has been named the 2014 “Logger 
of the Year” by the Minnesota 
Sustainable Forestry Initiative® 
Implementation Committee (MN 
SIC). The award was presented 
to the Marcell-based business at 
the Minnesota Logger Education 
Program (MLEP) workshop held 
in Tower April 15. James Scheff, 
owner, accepted the award from 
MN SIC vice chair Roger Johnson 
in front of an audience of more than 
200 loggers.

The Logger of the Year Award 
recognizes outstanding independent 
logging contractor performance 
with the purpose of honoring 
Minnesota’s competent professional 
independent logging contractors. 
The formal nomination notes that 
Scheff’s logging operations are 
testimony to what a modern-day 
business focused on timberland 
management can successfully 
be. The family-owned enterprise 
supplies wood fiber to Minnesota’s 
forest products economy, while at 
the same time harvesting trees in  an 
environmentally sensitive manner.

“Jim and his staff exhibit a 
professional attitude and work 
ethic, preceded only by their ability 
to pay attention to detail,” according 
to retired U.S. Forest Service 
Forester and award nominator Dave 
Roerick. “When conditions change 
unexpectedly on a logging job, Jim 
is willing to adjust his operations 
in a fair and equitable manner, 
thus ensuring the best interests of 
the landowner are taken care of,” 
Roerick added.

Scheff and his employees are 
known for their willingness to 
not only take suggestions, but 
to implement ideas and make 
adjustments to their harvesting 
and forest management operations 
in ways that improve efficiencies 
whenever possible.

Founded in September 1977, 
Scheff and his family members, 
including his mother, have 
established a thriving business 
in Scheff Logging and Trucking. 

Roger Johnson, (l), vice-chair of the Minnesota Sustainable Forestry Initiative® 
Implementation Committee, presented the Logger of the Year Award to James 
Scheff, owner of Scheff Logging and Trucking. 

The business includes five timber 
harvesting crews, and one chipping 
operation. The company includes 
a full fleet of 17 wood hauling 
trucks and complement of heavy 
equipment to build and maintain 
roads, landings, and overall support 
of the business.

Scheff Logging and Trucking 
is not all about ‘business,’ 
however. Jim volunteers for 
several professional programs and 
associations that help his logging 
business meet the challenging 
demands of his profession. 

His membership in the MLEP 
is evidence of his compliance 
with legal business requirements; 
Scheff’s certification as a Minnesota 
Master Logger recognizes his 
professionalism as an individual 
logger, earning Scheff Logging and 
Trucking the seal of approval as a 
logging business.

MLEP Executive Director Dave 
Chura congratulated Scheff, noting 
that in addition to the high risk 
and large business investment 
the family has made, Scheff pays 
close attention to the safety and 
needs of the company’s workforce. 

Employees are met with on a 
regular basis to discuss safety 
concerns; Scheff meets annually in 
a town hall setting with employees 
and his insurance agent to ensure 
that issues are addressed.

“Not only are Jim Scheff’s 
standards for his operations above 
the norm,” testified Tim O’Hara, 
coordinator of the Duluth-based 
Minnesota MN SIC, “he is a 
volunteer with several professional 
programs and associations that  
help both his, and his fellow            
logging businesses meet the 
challenging demands of the logging 
profession.”

Scheff Logging and Trucking 
received a plaque and a check for 
$500 for the recognition along with 
several other gifts.

The Sustainable Forestry 
Initiative® (SFI®) is a forest 
certification standard and 
program of SFI Inc., a non-profit 
organization. The SFI standard 
covers key values such as protection 
of biodiversity, species at risk and 
wildlife habitat; sustainable harvest 
levels; protection of water quality; 
and prompt regeneration.
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519.753.2000
comments@tigercat.com

www.tigercat.com
www.facebook.com/Tigercat 
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The Timber Bulletin publishes 
information regarding results of a 
sampling of recent timber sales and 
other market indicators, as well as 
other market-related news items.
Recent Timber Sales 
Average Prices, as reported
by each agency

Agency	 Regular	 Intermediate
DNR – Two Harbors Area
January 23 – Oral Auction
Aspen Species
    (WC)	 $  9.70	N A
Trembling Aspen 
    (WC)	 $32.60	 $  6.56
Paper Birch 
    (WC)	 $11.04	 $  3.87
Black Spruce 
    (WC)	N A	 $  4.68
4 of the 8 tracts offered 
during the sale were purchased.
DNR – Backus Area
January 30 – Oral Auction
Aspen Species 
    (WC)	 $20.69	 $25.15
Oak Species 
    (WMP)	 $17.19	 $20.12
Paper Birch 
    (WMP)	 $  9.98	 $  9.89
9 of the 12 tracts offered 
during the sale were purchased.
St. Louis County 
February 20 – Sealed Bid
Aspen 
    Pulpwood	 $34.03	N A
Balsam Fir 
    Pulpwood	 $  9.43	N A
Birch 
    Pulpwood	 $14.90	N A
Red Maple 
    Pulpwood	 $19.29	N A
21 of the 23 tracts offered 
during the sale were purchased.
Cass County
February 27 – Sealed Bid
Aspen	 $22.36	 $29.60
Red Oak	 $20.42	 $28.74
Maple	 $17.39	 $21.08
Basswood	 $10.97	N A
6 of the 7 tracts offered 
during the sale were purchased.
Cass County
March 27 – Sealed Bid
Aspen	 $25.55	 $26.66
Red Oak	 $30.52	 $29.04
Ash	N A	 $12.02

On the Markets
Birch	 $18.74	 $15.49
All 6 tracts offered during 
the sale were purchased.
Crow Wing County
March 28 – Oral Auction
Aspen	 $22.43	N A
Oak	 $22.85	N A
Red Pine	 $39.37	N A
Red Pine Pulp	 $13.68	N A
Birch	 $11.50	N A
All 15 tracts offered 
during the sale were purchased.
Products:
PB = Pulp and Bolts
WMP = Woodsrun mixed Products
WC = Woodsrun cordwood
ST = Sawtimber
WST = Woodsrun Sawtimber
PW = Pulpwood

Minnesota DNR 
Announces 2014 
Extension Policy

Citing widespread below 
average temperatures and above 
normal precipitation that caused a 
delay in completing some timber 
harvests in 2013-14, the Minnesota 
DNR has announced a policy 
allowing Adverse Surface Condition 
extensions of one year on permits 
that depend on frozen ground and 
expire during 2014.

An extension will be granted on 
a case-by-case basis for permits 
meeting the following conditions:
•	 The permit must expire between 

March 1 and Dec. 31, 2014;
•	 The permit access or operations 

must be dependent on frozen 
conditions as stated on the timber 
appraisal or approved by the 
DNR timber sale administrator;

•	 An Adverse Surface Conditions 
Extension is available on only 
those permits that have already 
used the regular extension;

•	 Signed extension requests must 
be received no later than May 30, 
2014.
The extension will be for one 

year past the original permit 
expiration date.  Eight percent 
annual interest will be charged on 
all timber harvested during the 
extension period.  If an uncut permit 
is forfeited during the extension 
period, eight percent interest 
will be charged on the full value 
of the permit from the date the 
extension started through the date 
of forfeiture.

If a permit expires without harvest, 
one year of eight percent interest on 
the full value of the permit will be 
charged.  If a partially cut permit is 
forfeited or expires, the full value 
of the uncut timber will be charged.  
The permit holder will also pay the 
eight percent extension interest on 
both the cut and uncut timber.

All other terms and conditions of 
the original permit will remain in 
effect.  

Please contact your area forest 
supervisor or timber program 
forester with any questions.

With more than 70 years of 
experience, we’re a leading 
provider of value-added 
lubrication products and 
services for the timber and 
logging industry. Keep your 
equipment running at       
peak performance with 
Industrial Lubricant.

Run with us.

MINING  |  RAILROAD  |  CONSTRUCTION  |  INDUSTRIAL AND ENERGY
TIMBER AND LOGGING  |  AGRICULTURE

IndustrialLubricant.com

SMALL-TOWN
VALUES.

BIG-TIME
EXPERIENCE.

SMALL-TOWN
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BIG-TIME
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  NORTHERN ENGINE  

A N D  S U P P LY,  I N C .

		    DOZERS
		    GRADERS
		    LOADERS
		    SKIDDERS
		    BACKHOES

Logging Attachments
Logging Fork BalerS – Log Grapples

Stacking Rakes – Brush Rakes
PEWAG SKIDDER CHAINS

Detroit Diesel – EngineS & Parts
Rockford-Rockwell-Spicer

  Distributor  

PARTS & SUPPLIES
Duluth (218) 624-1443    Fargo (701) 232-3284

Virginia (218) 741-2980    Proctor (218) 628-2337
Wyoming (307) 686-3713

218-722-2569    bolson@duluthsign.com 
116 W. Superior St., Duluth, MN 55802    www.duluthsign.com 

Need your logo or
DOT numbers on your truck?

Give us a call
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To serve our readers better, the Timber 
Bulletin offers free classified ads of 
up to 85 words to all members and 
associate members of the Minnesota 
Timber Producers Association. All ads 
must be submitted in writing to the 
Association office. The MTPA assumes 
no responsibility for ad contents and 
accepts free ads on a first-come, first-
served basis within space limitations.
________________________________
WANTED________________________________

Barrel stave logs – White Oak and 
Burr Oak butt cuts 12-inch diameter 

and up – random lengths
For more information call

Robert Staggemeier at
Staggemeyer Stave Co. Inc.

Caledonia, MN 55921
Office: 507-724-3395
Cell: 608-792-7598

Classifieds
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Industrial Lubricant Company..................................24
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Increased Fuel Efficiency

Reliability

Increased Production

Large, Comfortable Cab

Road Machinery & Supplies Co. 
has proudly served its customers since 1926.

www.rmsequipment.com

RMS Duluth, MN
218-626-7721

Wade Stromgren

RMS Virginia, MN
218-780-1926

Ryan Milette

BUILT BY LOGGERS
FOR LOGGERS.

TL735 / TL725 Features: Gull Wing Access Door, 
28° Front Leveling, 7° Rear Leveling, 24° Tilt Both Sides


