Actions the Minnesota Timber Producers Association
(TPA) has taken on your behalf:
Thanks to TPA’s lobbying efforts, both during Minnesota’s Legislative Session and through discussions with policy makers at the state, federal, and county levels, a number of issues important to TPA members were acted upon this year.  The most productive might be the agreement with the US Department of Agriculture and the Minnesota Department of Agriculture on complying with the proposed gypsy moth quarantine.  Without this agreement, loggers in Lake and Cook Counties would have been severely hindered from transporting timber to markets outside the county.  The following is a list of activities undertaken by TPA over the previous 12 months, working with like-minded organizations, at all levels of government.
Gypsy Moth Quarantine Agreement
In response to the proposal from the Minnesota Dept. of Ag and the USDA to quarantine Cook and Lake Counties, TPA helped broker a deal with the agencies to allow the continued transport of harvested timber to mills outside the quarantined areas, both now and into the future.   These negotiations were particularly difficult due to the number of agencies involved in the regulatory process.  As a result of the agreement, truckers can continue to haul timber if they first perform a “walk-around” inspection of the load.  Also, wood can still move between Minnesota and Wisconsin, and consuming mills are not required to utilize the material within five days, as originally proposed.  No other state was able to secure these accommodations from the USDA.
Tax on Equipment Repairs Repealed 
Minnesota’s loggers will save an estimated $250,000 per year according to the state Department of Revenue, thanks to the repeal of a business-to-business sales tax during the 2014 legislative session.  The measure, supported by TPA and signed into law, repeals the sales tax on equipment repair labor for transactions made after March 31, 2014.  Another business-to-business tax enacted during this year’s legislative session was also repealed, this one the sales tax on warehousing.
Biodiesel
The “sunset” on the exemption from biodiesel requirements for logging equipment was eliminated.  #1 diesel is exempt from the biodiesel mandate year round.  The effective date for the B20 mandate is delayed until May 1, 2018 from May 1, 2015.
DNR Policy Changes 

The DNR agreed to eliminate its Extended Rotation Forestry (ERF) policy that allowed certain stands to grow past rotation age.  As a result, more timber will be available for harvest at optimum rotation age, resulting in higher quality wood.  In addition, the DNR is reviewing its rotation age targets, already reducing the plantation red pine rotation age.  Other species are also being reviewed.
DOT Permit Expirations Consolidated
Holders of various permits connected to trucking will be able to request that they renew on the at the same time as their truck registrations.  This will enable truckers to renew their 6-axle, overweight, tree-length, and various other permits at the same time they renew their plates.  This becomes effective November 30, 2016, give the state time to make changes to its computer system in order to accommodate the change.
DNR Reforestation
The DNR Division of forestry was provided $2.963 million in bond proceeds for reforestation on state lands.  There was also language enacted that allows for the transfer of $300,000 of previously appropriated for reforestation but unused disaster funds from the Cass County blowdown area to the Sandstone/St Croix blowdown area.
DNR Forest Roads
The DNR was provided $10 million in bond proceeds for asset preservation including forest roads.  DNR will allocate a portion of these funds for forest roads and bridges.
