
THE VOICE OF THE TIMBER INDUSTRY

TIMBER
BULLETIN
DULUTH, MINNESOTA	               JULY/AUGUST 2016	 VOLUME 71

North Star Expo

Itasca County 

Fairgrounds

Grand Rapids

Sept. 16 and 17

Jack Rajala Dies
63rd Expo Returns 
  to Grand Rapids

Jack Rajala Dies
63rd Expo Returns 
  to Grand Rapids
   



 
  2016 North Star Expo

September 16th and 17th 
Itasca County Fairgrounds

Grand Rapids, MN 
Free Admission!

More than 100 exhibitors and vendors!  

Log Loader Contest!                

Friday Night: Famous Dave’s BBQ!  
Saturday: Pancake Breakfast sponsored by Nortrax!

For more information: MN Timber Producers Association 
218-722-5013



IN THIS ISSUE
Jack Rajala Dies..................................................... 8
_______________________________________________________________

63rd Expo Return to Grand Rapids...............12
_______________________________________________________________

Expo Schedule of Events..................................16
_______________________________________________________________

Timber Talk.........................................................18
_______________________________________________________________

Loggers are Looking at Big Machines...........22
_______________________________________________________________

On the Markets..................................................26
_______________________________________________________________

Loggers of the Past............................................28
_______________________________________________________________

Classifieds...........................................................30
_______________________________________________________________

Advertisers Index..............................................30
_______________________________________________________________

Minnesota
Timber Producers

Association

THE VOICE OF THE TIMBER INDUSTRY

TIMBER
BULLETIN

Volume 71
July/August 2016
Duluth, Minnesota

3

LOGGERS OF THE PAST . . .

Care Given to Old Jacks
by J. C. Ryan

I spent my childhood in the Bemidji 
area, and grew up with the logging indus-
try. I have known most of the big and near 
big logging companies and many of the 
smaller jobbers that worked for the larger 
firms. 

One of my pet peeves is to hear people 
today sound off about the terrible living 
conditions of the old-time lumberjack. 
There seems to be a tendency to picture 
old-time logging companies and loggers as 
exploiters of labor that had little thought 
or feeling towards the lumberjack other 
than to work him 10-12 hours daily, give 
him the poorest housing, feed him the 
worst food, give him meager pay and send 
him off to the poorhouse to die when he 
was old. This was far from the truth!

Most companies and independent log-
gers took very good care of their workers 
and older men. They and their foremen 
had a following of jacks that worked for 
them year after year, and they made a 
special effort to help and keep their work-
ing force.

Men who worked many years for a com-
pany often were kept on the payroll long 
after they were able to produce, and were 
paid as long as they were able to walk to 
the table to eat.

It was not uncommon to see several old 
jacks working around camp – piling, split-
ting wood, filing lanterns and doing minor 
chores while they recuperated from illness 
or injury (or were just too old to work in 
the woods.) 

I remember going to a Crookston Lum-
ber Co. camp, where George Brown was 
foreman, and seeing 12 old jacks just able 
to hobble to the table. Only when they 
couldn’t walk to the table were they taken 
from the camps.

Many older jacks were kept on as camp 
watchmen or were allowed to take care of 
a few head of horse during the summer 
months when the camps were not in 
operation.

They were given jobs that they were 
capable of such as watching railroad cross-
ings, haying hills on the ice roads and 
working as night watchmen. 

Some companies set up shacks and fur-
nished food for their old-timers. During 
slack times. I have seen camp foremen stop 

on the street and pick up several old-tim-
ers and take them to the camps to rest and 
be fed. One could always stop at a camp 
and stay several days even if the camp was 
not hiring at the time. Very few old lum-
berjacks went to the poor house or became 
recipients of public care. 

In 1916, there were about 30,000 men 
working in lumber camps in Koochiching 
County; there were only five old men in the 
county poorhouse.

In some smaller towns, companies set 
up small hospitals where their men could 
go if hurt or sick and stay until they were 
able to return to camp. During the peak of 
logging days, many jacks had hospital tick-
ets they bought from the “Lumberjack 
Sister” of St. Mary’s Hospital in Duluth: 
and they could go there if sick or disabled. 
The companies often paid for these hospi-
tal tickets.

Much has been said about the poor food 
that was given the jacks. This was not true. 
While I worked as log inspector in 1922. I 
ate and stayed at more than 70 camps that 
winter, and with the exception of fresh 
fruit and milk, the food was as good as or 
better than food served in leading hotels. 
The best food available under the condi-
tions was always served, and the camp 
foremen were always looking for the best 
cooks. They knew that a well-fed crew was 
a happy crew and put out the best work. It 
was only in a few of the smaller jobber 
camps that one occasionally found poor 
food.

It was true that no inside toilets or 
shower baths were found in the camps, but 

very few homes in the small towns had 
these facilities during the early 1900s. 
However, most camps had a small building 
where men could wash their clothes and 
“boil-up” to get rid of lice. The men them-
selves did a good job of policing. If a man 
came to camp that they thought might 
bring lice, they insisted that he “boil-up” 
before sleeping in the bunkhouse. There 
was always plenty of soap and hot water 
available.

The lumberjack was a happy, clean liv-
ing individual in camp. This was not true 
when he went to town to blow his stake. He 
then slept in “dump hotels” or boarding 
houses and lived under pretty tough condi-
tions until his stake was gone. Then he 
was ready to return to camp. His camp 
foreman or company man would rescue 
him from the “vultures,” get him back to 
camp and give him a few days to get back 
into shape for work. I have seen these men 
stay in camp up to two weeks before they 
were able to go back to work after blowing 
a big stake.

There were no relief rolls during the 
heyday of the logging industry and it was 
not until the late 1920s and early 1930s 
that transient and W.P.A. camps were set 
up to take care of these men. This was 
after most camps had closed and compa-
nies had gone out of the logging business. 
During the peak days of the logging indus-
try, it was the companies and loggers that 
looked after their workers. If all industry 
took as good care of its workers as the 
logging industry did there would be few 
complaints.
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For more on the equipment you’ll 
see at this year’s event, please 
see page 22.

8

Timber Bulletin    July/August 2016 3



Timber Bulletin    July/August 20164

Each year in the logging 
business, I wonder (no…wish) 
will this year be the “perfect” year 
for logging.  However, most of 
us would agree this year will not 
go down as a “perfect” year.  For 
much of the state it was tough 
winter logging, followed by a 
summer of one rain event after 
another, causing production delays 
or even stoppages.  Harvesting 
blow down has many uncertainties 
so let’s all be careful out there.  

Maybe the 
“perfect” 
year is just 
around the 
corner.

We 
recently lost an 
icon of the timber 
industry.  The 
passing of Jack 
Rajala, a long time 
industry leader, 
will leave a path of 
forest restoration 

and development for others with 
the vision and determination to 
follow.  Jack will be greatly missed.

As we all head to the forest 
to produce the timber needed 
to sustain our livelihoods, our 
industry and society in general, 
I hope each of us will remember 
there is nothing more important 
than coming home safely to those 
who love us.  So let’s make safety a 
top priority.  

     
Executive Committee
Corey Lovdahl: 218-244-4580
Scott Pittack: 218-259-8148
Dave Berthiaume: 218-380-9783
Kurt Benson: 218-239-1001
Rod Enberg: 218-352-6175
TPA Staff
Ray Higgins: 218-722-5013
Wayne Brandt: 218-722-5013

President’s 

Column

800-934-5647
See us at indoor booth 29 at the Expo
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Pine Products, Inc.

53’ – 7 axles – Michigan Special
6 bunks,  empty weight 22,500 lbs, (2) FA Lifts and (2) RA Lifts,
445 Michelin tires on aluminum wheels  $94,500 w/FET

Complete 5 Bunk Kits with 
Aluminum Stake and End Gates

For Flatbed or Rail Trailers
Kit includes: 10 Galvanized Bunk Bottoms, 
(20) Alum. 8’ Stakes, Alum. Front and Rear
Gates, Mounting Kit............................$7750
Galvanized Bunk Bottom w/ (2) 8’ Aluminum
Stakes and Hardware............................$600
Alum. Stake, 8’6....................................$140
Alum. Stake, 8’ .....................................$125

New 2016 Galvanized 47’ 3 Axle 
5 Bunk Log Trailer 

All Alum. Wheels, Front and Rear Axles Lift, 30K Axles and
Suspension, LED Lights, Empty Weight: 13,500# Painted,
13,800# Galvanized.

$48,500 w/FET Galvanized

$46,500 w/FET Painted Black

In Stock – Escanaba! 20 bunk trailers in stock
ready to go!

Custom built galvanized truck
racks for loader trucks. 
Call for customized quote.
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Executive Vice 
President’s 

Column

The North Star Expo returns to 
the Itasca County Fairgrounds this 
year on Friday, September 16 and 
Saturday, September 17.  It’s going 
to be a great show with booth and 
lot sales running ahead of last year.  
The vendors put a lot into being at 
the show so mark your calendars 
and make sure that you get Expo.

W     W     W

What’s the 
biggest issue 
facing us 
right now?  
Stumpage 
prices.  The 
increases 

in stumpage prices 
that we have been 
seeing over the past 
couple of years are 
not sustainable with 
aspen prices, in 
particular, having 

increased by more than fifty percent.  
We’ve been down this road before, 
most recently in the years leading 

up to the crash in 2006.  Stumpage 
prices, particularly aspen, went on a 
rampage.  Nationwide new housing 
starts and other construction 
cratered sending the market for 
building materials into a tailspin 
that we are still recovering from.  

With uncompetitive and 
unsustainable stumpage prices 
in Minnesota at the time, we saw 
three plants comprising one-third 
of the wood usage in our state 
permanently closed.  Gone.  And 
they haven’t come back.

In my view the situation is even 
more serious now because of the 
vulnerability of paper and other 
pulp-based markets.  

At one level the solution is 
resolving the imbalance between 
supply and demand.  That’s a 
fancy way of saying that we need 
more wood on the market.  County 
wood, state wood, federal wood and 
private wood.  Getting that done 
will take several things.

First, everyone with a stake in 
this needs to recognize the problem.  
High stumpage prices may look 

good for the manager’s budget 
in the short term.  But what is the 
County Board, the legislature or 
whomever going to think when 
another plant or plants or parts of 
plants close permanently.

Second, we need to work together 
to come up with ways to solve the 
problem.  Whether it’s funding, 
personnel, seasonality of access, 
willingness to act or any other 
aspect of the problem we need to 
work together to resolve this issue 

Timber Bulletin 
 

 

TRUSTED PRODUCTS. 
EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE. 

 
NOW ALL IN THE 
CONVENIENCE 
OF THE WEB. 

 

CHECK US OUT  
TODAY AT: 

MidStatesHydraulics.com 
 

CORPORATE OFFICE:  
 Medford, WI   ·  715-748-5565 

 
BRANCH OFFICE:         

Appleton, WI  ·  920-687-9750 

SERVING THE TIMBER 
INDUSTRY SINCE 1960 

OUT OF

STOCK
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before it’s too late.
Unfortunately, too late often 

comes too soon. 

W     W     W

I was saddened, as were many, at 
Jack Rajala’s passing.  Jack was one 
of those larger than life kind of guys.  
He had ideas, many of them big, and 
he pushed them.  To those outside 
of our world he was best known for 
his work on white pine regeneration.  
For those in our forestry world he 
was a constant presence.  The forests 
of Minnesota are better because 
of Jack and so are those of us who 
knew him.  Rest in Peace. 

W     W     W

Long-time Boise forester Ken 
Olson retired and I wish him the 
best.  Ken was a fixture on the Expo 
Committee going back to when 
it was named the Mechanization 
Committee.  He and the up north 
crew of Larry Mannausau, Kit 
Hasbargen, Dale Erickson and 
others were key to making the Expo 

Bonding or Transportation Bills.  
So we’ll head back to St. Paul next 
year.  That’s one of the things that 
you can count on TPA to do – be 
there.  Whether it’s the Legislature, 
Congress, state, federal or county 
agencies, TPA is there for you every 
day.

W     W     W

What can you say about safety 
that hasn’t already been said?  Well, 
there probably isn’t anything so 
that’s why we say many of the 
same things over and over again.  
Repetition can make it second nature 
and part of our routine.  If we make 
safety part of our routine then the 
routine won’t lead to inattention or 
just plain sloppiness that results in 
an accident and an injury.

If you haven’t had a safety 
meeting in a while, have one.  And 
have those meetings and discussions 
on every job.  You won’t regret it.

go back in those days.  Ken was 
always a strong supporter of TPA 
and always gave me frank advice 
and opinions which I appreciated.  
Congratulations on a great career!

W     W     W

I had a chance to sit down with 
the new Supervisor on the Superior 
National Forest recently.  Connie 
Cummins is familiar to us from her 
time as a District Ranger on the 
Superior in the late 1990’s.  Connie 
took the time to meet with me on 
her first day in the office which I 
appreciated.  The Superior’s timber 
management has slipped a bit in the 
past few years and we look forward 
to working with Connie and her 
team on re-building their program.

W     W     W

It was no big surprise when 
Governor Dayton announced that 
there will not be a Special Session 
of the Legislature this year.  You 
may recall that this year’s Regular 
Session ended with no Tax, 

good 
business.

WHAT’S RIGHT IS JUST
WHEN DoING

° Business/Corporate Law °
›› Michael Donovan   ›› John Gasele  ›› Robert Kanuit

›› Dexter Larsen   ›› Daniel Maddy

fryberger.com

We have an attorney for you.

Toward the Best
Customer Service

1932 - 2016
CELEBRATING 84 YEARS IN BUSINESS

www.rihmkenworth.com

St. Paul, MN
651.646.7833  •  800.988.8235

Sauk Centre, MN
320.352.8540  •  855.704.9211

Albert Lea, MN
507.552.1340  •  877.744.6591

Duluth/Superior
715.395.5350  •  800.341.1666

Lake Elmo, MN
651.272.4480  •  844.220.2633
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Member Feature...

By Ray Higgins

Jack Rajala, long-time Minnesota 
sawmill operator, and member 
of one of Itasca County’s most 
prominent families, died peacefully 
at his home in rural Grand Rapids.  
Rajala had been diagnosed with 
brain cancer in May.  He was 77.

For decades Jack led the Rajala 
forestry and sawmill operations, 
and was Minnesota’s leading 
advocate for the re-establishment 
of the White Pine to Minnesota’s 
forests.

In his 1998 book titled, “Bringing 
Back the White Pine,” Rajala wrote, 

Jack Rajala Dies
Promoted the White Pine, and forest health, in his 
decades in the forest products industry

“As a native tree in the Minnesota 
landscape, we also know how 
critically important and valuable 
White Pine is to the forest itself—a 
part of the mosaic of tree species 
that form the home for forest life; 
as super canopy towering above all 
else in its own exquisite majesty.  
It is little wonder that those who 
come to visit Minnesota’s forests are 
most impressed by these majestic 
sentinels.  It is assumed that White 
Pine are the pillars of the forest.  As 
such, this tree has no equal.”

Along with the book he authored, 

Rajala also oversaw the planting 
and natural regeneration of tens of 
millions of White Pine seedlings 
during his lifetime.  He also 
promoted the widespread use 
of “bud-capping” the seedlings, 
preventing deer from browsing on 
them.  

“Jack inspired his family members 
in the business, as well as many 
others in the industry, with his 
White Pine restoration efforts,” said 
John Rajala, Jack’s son and business 
partner.  “As a young boy growing 
up in Bigfork and then partner for 

Jack Rajala (L) with sisters Lois and Delores and brothers/business partners Dean and Randy.
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30 years, I spent as much or more 
time with him in the northern 
forests than anyone.  Although the 
pinnacle of his efforts was the White 
Pine, his real legacy was much 
broader.  We worked tirelessly to 
retain and restore as many acres 
of high quality, productive, and 
healthy natural northern Minnesota 
forests as possible.  It was about 
both economic and environmental 
sustainability.  It was an honor 
to walk that path with him, and I 
will never forget.  And now going 
forward, as he told me many times, 
we will need to find our own way to 
continue the work. ”

Born in Effie, Rajala graduated 
from Bigfork High School.  From 
there he attended college at St. 
Olaf—he captained the football 
team there—and graduated with a 
degree in accounting.  He returned 
to Itasca county to work at the 
family businesses, which had 
been established in 1902 by his 
grandfather Ivar Rajala, a Finnish 
immigrant.  In recent years, Rajala 
served as the company’s chief 
executive officer and co-owned 

Northern Capital has been serving the Forest
Products Industry for over 20 years specializing in
workers compensation, property, general liability

and truck/auto insurance coverages.

For more information contact Northern Capital at
1-800-676-8818 or info@northerncapital-mn.com

BITCO has been serving the forest products industry for more 
than 70 years and is proud to partner with Northern Capital 

Insurance Group to serve the needs of TPA members.
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them with brothers Dean and 
Randy, and son John.  Dean passed 
away earlier this year.  Between 
mills in Deer River and Bigfork, 
the Rajala sawmills produce a wide 
variety of native wood products, 
including lumber and veneer for 
furniture, homes, cabinetry, pallets/
crating, and more.

“Jack cherished his partnership 
with Dean and Randy,” John Rajala 
says.  “Family businesses are never 
easy.  But they made it work with 
a fierce loyalty to each other, above 
all else.  They owe each other a debt 
of gratitude for the success and 
longevity of the businesses, because 
they each have been critical with 
their own contributions.”

On top of Jack’s work in the Rajala 
Companies, he was active in forest 
products industry organizations, 
including TPA, Minnesota Forest 
Industries, the Minnesota Forest 
Resources Partnership, and more.  
He also served as a regent at 
Concordia College in Moorhead, 
on the boards of directors at both 
Minnesota Power’s parent company 

BOX 1008  •  CASS LAKE, MN 56633  •  218-335-2694

www.cassforest.com

Buying Fresh Logs: Red and White Pine
Pine Bolts: Jack, Red and White

For Specifications Call 218-335-2694

Allete, and at Grand Rapids State 
Bank, and as president of St. 
Andrew’s Lutheran Church in 
Grand Rapids.

“Like many in forest-related 
businesses, Jack was heavily 
involved in the local community,” 
John Rajala says.  “He understood 
that the health of the community 
was vital to the health of our 
businesses and our industry.”

But Jack’s commitment to others 
runs deeper than that, often helping 
others on a more personal level.

“At his core he was a very humble 
man,” John says.  “Yes, he often 
took charge and was a strong leader 
when that was called for.  But when 
it’s all said and done, Jack’s greatest 
impact was at a very personal level.  
He walked many paths in his life, 
both literal and figurative.  He 
came to know and accept the basic 
challenges we all face.  Coupled 
with his strong faith, he was able 
to be a deep help to many in their 
time of need.  That’s the father I’ll 
remember most.”
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Hedstrom Lumber Co., Inc.
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63rd Expo Returns to Grand Rapids
The scenic red pines of the Itasca 
County Fairgrounds will once again 
frame the setting of the North Star 
Expo in 2016.

The 63rd Annual event returns 
to the Grand Rapids site on Friday 
September 16 and Saturday 
September 17, after a two-year stint 
at Bemidji’s Sanford Center.   The 
Expo will returns to the spacious 
and wooded fairgrounds for the 
first time since 2013.

“It’s great to be back in Itasca 
County,” said TPA Expo Committee 
Chair Chad Lovdahl.  “We had a 
great two-year run in Bemidji, and 
we’ll be back there someday.  But 
the trees around the Itasca County 
Fairgrounds make it an excellent 
site as well, and we look forward to 
another great event.”

In addition to the usual 
equipment displays, the Expo will 
host a Famous Dave’s barbecue on 
Friday night, complete with beer 
garden.  Tickets are available in 

A highlight of every Expo is the Best Load competition, in which loggers and 
truckers show off the best of the best of Minnesota’s wood.  This load of oak was 
one of the top finishers at last year’s Expo.

LARGE TRAILER INVENTORY 
WALKING FLOORS • LOWBOYS • TIPPERS 
WALKING FLOOR INSTALLATIONS 

SERVICE • REPAIR • CONVERSIONS 

Easily Move Bulk Material! 
 Wood Chips, Sawdust, Mulch 

 Corn, Grain, Silage 
 Refuse, Recyclables, Waste, Demo 

 Bulk Material & Palletized Cargo 
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advance or at the door.  Saturday 
morning marks the popular free 
pancake breakfast, served by 
Nortrax.

Like at any Expo, there will be 
plenty of competitions:

The Best Load contest is taking 
place again this year.  Only the 
wood will be judged, not the truck it 
is hauled on.  Points will be scored 
on the timber quality, product 
quality, product manufacturing, 
load appearance, and load 
securement.  Monetary prizes are 
awarded to the top finishers.

The Loader Contest offers a 
great chance for Expo attendees to 
see big equipment at work.  Plus, 
competitors from the worlds of 
politics and the regional media will 
also try their hand at the loader.

The Coloring Contest will take 
place this year as well.  In the last 
issue of the Timber Bulletin, you’ll 
find a pull-out poster for the little 
ones to enter.  (If you don’t have 
that issue, don’t fret, we’ll have 
additional copies on hand at the 
event).  Just have them color the 
poster and either bring it to the 
Expo or mail it to the TPA office.  

Daniel J. Zobel CIC
Certified Insurance Councilor
Duluth / 332 West Superior Street, Suite 700
218.722.7753 -or- 1.800.241.2425

www.otismagie.com

We are staffed to provide the following endorsed programs for
members of the Minnesota Timber Producers Association:

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
Group Health Insurance • Group Dental Insurance

Insurance Section 125 Plans  • Group Life Insurance

Protection, Performance and Peace of Mind.

Let Otis-Magie Help You Get There.

Entries will be posted at the Expo 
for all to enjoy.  

Don’t forget to bring in your 
wood cookies for the Big Cookie 
Contest.  Remember to attach a list 
indicating species, where taken, and 
company name.

Test your visual skills and Guess 
the Weight!  Entry forms will be 
available near one of the Best Load 
trucks.

We’ll have fun for the whole 
family.  See you September 16 and 
17 in Grand Rapids!

The North Star Expo often serves as an outdoor classroom for students learning about the forest products industry.
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Expo vendors put a lot of time and effort into making sure their displays look their best.  Last year, Ziegler Cat received the 
blue ribbon in the Best Large Equipment division.

607 Northwest 5th Street, Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
don@evansins.com          sam@evansins.com 

www.evansins.com  

 

Truck—Equipment—General Liability—Workers’ Comp—Life 

 Serving the logging 
industry for  

over 25 years 

Call us for a quote! 
218-326-0563 

Representing many fine companies, including: 
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Main Street, Rice, MN 56367  •  Phone 320-393-2169  •  Fax 320-393-2164
Contact:  Jim or Al Voigt



Timber Bulletin    July/August 201616

63rd NORTH STAR EXPO
2016

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Friday, September 16
8:00 am - 12:00 pm	 MLEP Training- Wood Markets
9:00 am - 5:00 pm	 Equipment Displays Open
9:30 am    	 Display Contest Judging
10:00 am - 11:00 am	 Loader Contest (sign up at site)
11:30 am - 12:30 pm	 Celebrity/Media Loader Contest
12:30 pm - 3:00 pm	 Loader Contest (sign up at site)
5:00 pm	 Equipment displays close
5:00 pm	 Cash Bar Social Hour begins	
6:00 pm	 Dinner and Door Prizes- Famous Dave’s Bar-B-Que

 

Saturday, September 17
7:00 am - 9:00 am        	 Free Pancake Breakfast (Sponsored by Nortrax) 
9:00 am - 2:00 pm	 Equipment displays open
9:00 am - 11:00 am	 Loader Contest (sign up at site)
11:30 am	 Coloring contest winners announced
1:00 pm	 Winners announced for Loader, Master Loader, and Best Load contests
1:30 pm	 Winners announced for Guess the Weight, Big Cookie, Vendor Drawing, 
	 Wood I.D. and Big Cookie contests
2:00 pm	 Equipment displays close

CONTESTS
Guess the Weight - Guess the weight of a fully loaded truck
Wood Identification - See how many tree species you can identify
Loader - Test your skills against the clock
Masters Division Loader - Loader contest for those 50 and over - sign up at site 
Best Load - Come and see the Best Loads of Wood on Display
Big Cookie- Enter to see if your wood cookie is the biggest of its species.

For additional information, contact:
Minnesota Timber Producers Association

324 W Superior St #903, Duluth, MN  55802
218/722-5013
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www.zieglercat.com

PROFITABLE LOGGING. 
SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY. 
Ziegler CAT offers a complete line of forestry equipment to meet 
your application needs — from core machines that help with road 
building, millyard, and reforestation, to purpose-built machines that 
harvest, extract, and load. We have what you need to get the job 
done, plus the service to back it up.

 � On-site service

 � Convenient parts ordering

 � Quality equipment for every job

 � Locally owned and operated locations

BEMIDJI 
5426 Highway 71 North 
Bemidji, MN 56601 
866.634.9983

BRAINERD 
3311 Liberty Lane 
Brainerd, MN 56401 
877.829.9850

BUHL 
10081 East Highway 169 
Buhl, MN 55713 
800.446.9795

DULUTH 
210 Garfield Avenue 
Duluth, MN 55802 
800.421.3831

VISIT US AT THE 
NORTH STAR EXPO
SEPTEMBER 16 –17

Itasca County Fairgrounds 
Grand Rapids, MN
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Timber
Talk

Cummins named Superior 
NF Supervisor
Connie Cummins is the new 
supervisor of the Superior National 
Forest, replacing Brenda Halter, who 
retired in June.

A graduate of Purdue University, 
Cummins comes to the Superior 
from Oregon, where she has served 
as supervisor of the Fremont-
Winema National Forest since 2014.  
Cummins has previously served in 
Minnesota, as a forest planner and 

environmental 
coordinator on 
the Chippewa 
National Forest, 
and as district 
ranger of the 
LaCroix District 
on the Superior 

for nine years.   She also served in 
Wisconsin’s Chequamegon-Nicolet 
National Forest on the south shore 
of Lake Superior.

“While I have thoroughly enjoyed 
my short time in the West and its 
many opportunities and challenges, 
I am very excited to be returning to 
the Midwest and to a forest which 
holds a special place in my heart,’’ 
Cummins said. “My daughter lives 
in Sturgeon Bay, Wis., and my son 
resides in Duluth. I am happily 
looking forward to experiencing 
some family time as well as dusting 
off my cross-country skis, lacing up 
my trail shoes and hitting the trails 
and lakes of northern Minnesota.”

Titus named Cass County 
Land Commissioner

The Cass County Board has 
named Kirk Titus as its new land 
commissioner.  Titus replaces Josh 
Stevenson, who was promoted to 
Cass county administrator.

Titus goes to Cass County from 
Crow Wing County, where he’d 
served as land services supervisor/
natural resources manager since 
2009.  Titus is a graduate of Iowa 
State University.  Among his 
previous jobs are as a U.S. Forest 
Service forester in South Dakota, 
and as a forester for Weyerhaeuser’s 
TrusJoist mill in Deerwood.

Cease named 
Itasca County Land 
Commissioner

Kory Cease has been named 
Itasca County land commissioner by 
the county board there.

Cease succeeds Garrett Ous, who 
retired in May after 20 years as land 
commissioner in Itasca County.  
Before that, Ous served as land 
commissioner in Clearwater County.

Cease has worked for the Itasca 
County Land Department since 
2001.  A graduate of the University 
of Alaska-Fairbanks with a master’s 
degree in forest sciences, Cease also 
spent four years working with the 
U.S. Forest Service.

Environmental Groups 
Sue Feds over NLEB, 
Other Species

Two environmental groups have 
filed suit against the U.S. Forest 
Service, the Superior National 
Forest, and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, challenging  the 
biological opinions and consultation 
regarding the northern long-eared 
bat, gray wolf and Canada lynx.  

The Center for Biological 
Diversity and Earthworks filed the 
suit in federal court in Washington, 
D.C., seeking to have all projects 
on the Superior stopped until new 
biological opinions are prepared 
and consultations between the USFS 
and US F&WS are undertaken.  
They are asking the court to find 
that the Endangered Species Act 
is being violated, challenging the 
government’s biological opinion 
that states the species won’t be 
adversely affected by forest plan 
activities.  The groups object to 
timber management, mineral 
exploration, and construction of 
roads and trails in the forest.

With more than 70 years of 
experience, we’re a leading 
provider of value-added 
lubrication products and 
services for the timber and 
logging industry. Keep your 
equipment running at       
peak performance with 
Industrial Lubricant.

Run with us.

MINING  |  RAILROAD  |  CONSTRUCTION  |  INDUSTRIAL AND ENERGY
TIMBER AND LOGGING  |  AGRICULTURE

IndustrialLubricant.com

SMALL-TOWN
VALUES.

BIG-TIME
EXPERIENCE.

SMALL-TOWN
VALUES.

BIG-TIME
EXPERIENCE.

indlub

kz/yr/kg

Minnesota Timber Bulletin

38135_1

4.75x3.5

none

4/7/2014

full

May

38135_1_indlub_mtb.indd   1 4/7/14   2:09 PM

Wheel Loaders, Crawlers, Track Excavators
Loader Backhoes, Skidders, Skid-Steer
Loaders, Engines and Transmissions

“Rely on our experience–Est. 1967”

www.sewlparts.com - parts@sewlparts.com
4535 State Route 3 N • PO Box 136

Wolf Lake, IL 62998

1-800-626-6046

USED REPAIR PARTS
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P H O N E 519.753.2000

E M A I L comments@tigercat.com

W E B S I T E www.tigercat.com

S O C I A L www.facebook.com/tigercat

CONFIDENCE BY DESIGN. 
THE PROOF IS IN THE EFFICIENCY, PRODUCTIVITY AND UPTIME.
Tigercat’s hydrostatic driveline is the most efficient, reliable choice for moving timber in tough terrain. 
Optional EHS offers higher travel speed on level ground and more powerful tractive effort when  
the going gets tough. In-house developed axles ensure drivetrain components are well matched to  
ever-increasing performance demands. The Tigercat FPT Tier 4 engine solution is simple and field 
proven, offering greater efficiency and long-term reliability.

Feel confident knowing Tigercat E-series skidders are backed by professionals who care about your 
productivity, uptime and cost per ton.

DULUTH, MN 
218.727.3038

WWW.TITANMACHINERY.COM 
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   NORTH STAR EXPO    
FRIDAY NIGHT BBQ 

 
FAMOUS DAVE’S 

 
 

Friday, September 16, 2016 
5PM     Cash Bar 
6PM    BBQ Dinner 

 
Please join us for another tasty North Star Expo 
Friday night BBQ dinner, featuring Famous Dave’s! 
 Ribs 
 Pulled pork 
 Baked beans 
 Coleslaw 
 Cornbread muffin 

 
Adults:               $14 
Kids 8 & under: $10 

Tickets available in advance and at the Expo.  Call the 
TPA Office at 218-722-5013 for details. 
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POWER UP
Your Forestry Operation

ASV Factory Store
830 Lily Lane
Grand Rapids, MN 55744
218 326-3752 • www.asvllc.com

The NEW ASV RT-120 FORESTRY PosiTrack Loader 
is your best bet for increasing field production in 2016. 
It works longer, harder and more efficiently than any 
other compact track loader. 
The RT-120 Forestry is a special configuration that’s 
ready to work in many forestry applications, such as 
land-clearing, mulching and right-of-way maintenance. 
It makes short work of the toughest forestry jobs you’ll 
encounter.
Its 3.8 liter, 120 hp Cummins diesel engine powers 
through the toughest jobs and meets Tier 4 Final EPA 
standards. 360 ft-lbs of torque keeps you running in 
the widest range of conditions. 

Other special features on the RT-120 Forestry include:
•  20-inch wide rubber tracks for ultra-low ground

pressure;
• Pressurized cab with ROPS/FOPS and OPS

compliance and climate controls;
• Special forestry guarding package;
• Variable speed hydraulic system with up to 45

gpm flow at 4060 psi;
• High efficiency cooling system with side-by-side

radiator and oil cooler and auto-reversing fan.
There’s much more to the new RT-120 Forestry.  
Get the whole story and see it for yourself at the 
ASV Factory Outlet Store in Grand Rapids. 

RT-120 NorthStar Expo July 2016 ad.indd   1 6/30/16   11:02 AM
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Loggers are Looking 
at Big Machines
Ten years ago when the housing 
and building markets crashed, 
mills closed, and timber markets 
tightened, many Minnesota loggers 
back-burnered purchases for big 
equipment like feller bunchers, 
processors, and stroke delimbers.

But equipment dealers around the 
state are seeing loggers re-enter the 
equipment marketplace.  Dealers 
say there are several factors, but an 
improved logging economy is one 
of the chief reasons.

“Business is very robust,” says 
Paul Estabrooks, sales manager for 
Ponsse, manufacturers of cut-to-
length harvesters and forwarders.  
“A lot of it is due to guys updating 
older equipment that hadn’t done it 
for a while.  We’re also seeing some 
guys coming on board, switching 
brands.  We’ve seen several 
customers switch from conventional 
to cut-to-length.  But the improved 
market conditions in logging is a 
huge factor.”

Nortrax Regional Vice President 
Dale Gessell agrees.  In fact, the 
dealer of John Deere equipment 

The Barko 260B feller buncher at the company’s demonstration harvest.

is seeing stronger markets for 
equipment in this region than 
anywhere else the company sells 
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logging equipment.
“Locally, here in the Midwest, 

the forestry market has been pretty 
solid for the past 12 to 18 months,” 
Gessell says.  “I think some of it 
was pent up demand.  People were 
putting it off and putting it off.  But 
a lot of our machine sales have been 
in the forestry market—as opposed 
to agriculture or construction—over 
the past 12-18 months. That’s not the 
case in other parts of the country.  
We’re seeing better activity here 
than anywhere else in Nortrax.”

Nortrax is one of two dealers to 
host equipment demonstrations in 
northern Minnesota this summer, 
showing off its wares to the logging 
community.  The other, Northern 
Timberline, partnered with Barko to 
let potential buyers know how their 
product lines have evolved and 
improved.

“The Barko 260B and 240B 
have been upgraded with Tier 
4 Final emissions to meet EPA- 
mandated requirements for off-road 
diesel equipment,” says Barko’s 
Mitch Fedie.  “The upgraded 
Cummins QSB6.7L engine offers 
a 5 horsepower bump (225 from 
220 hp) and a 10 percent increase 
in peak torque from Tier 3. IQAN 
hydraulic controls have also been 
upgraded and operators have 
commented that the “B” series 
controls seem smoother than the 
last generation.  Many of the loggers 
at the demo already owned Barko 
loaders and we wanted to show 
them our expanding product line. 
Some were in the market for a new 
feller buncher now, while others 
expressed that they are looking to 
buy this fall.”

That’s where the North Star 
Expo comes in.  Several equipment 
dealers, including Ziegler Cat, 
Ponsse, Titan, Road Machinery, 
as well as Nortrax and Northern 
Timberline, will have their products 
on display at the 63rd Annual Expo, 
held this year at the Itasca County 
Fairgrounds.

“Business is starting to ramp 
up,” says Titan Machinery’s Ryan 
Schall.  “People are looking forward 
to the winter months, end of the 
year, beginning of the season type 
of stuff.  Good things come from 
shows like the Expo.  It’s a good 
place for us to mingle with the 
customers in a more laid-back 
situation.  They can look and see 

what we have going on, and there 
isn’t any pressure.  It’s a place where 
we can make some connections.”

The Expo is sort of when sales 
start heating up every year,” says 
Ziegler Cat Territory Manager Ryan 
Milette.  “2015 was a very good year 
for us, and the way it’s looking, 2016 
will be equally strong.”

Barko isn’t the only dealer with 
something new to show at the Expo.  
Several of the big equipment sellers 
have something new to show off.

“The new Komatsu 931 Processor 
will be at our display area,” says 
Jon Anderson, vice president of 
northern operations for Road 
Machinery and Supplies.  “We will 
also have field mechanics on-site at 
the show available for question and 
answer during the day.”

At the Nortrax demo in August, 
the company showed off John 
Deere’s new TimberNavi jobsite 
mapping system.  Nortrax bills it 
as a fully integrated, easy-to-use 

Attendees at the equipment demonstration hosted by Northern Timberline and 
Barko take a close-up look at the 260B feller buncher

Those attending the Nortrax live demonstration also had the opportunity to hear 
presentations and attend MLEP training at the event.
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jobsite mapping solution that vastly 
improves on existing systems and 
can be added to new or existing 
equipment to help the operator 
navigate the harvest site.

The TimberNavi system is 
designed for full-tree logging 
operations. By providing accurate, 
in-machine visibility of terrain, 
harvesting area, and position 
relative to cut-block boundaries, 
TimberNavi enables operators to 
navigate confidently and efficiently 
through the jobsite.  In fact, not only 
are loggers using the system, some 
mills and public agencies attended 
Nortrax’s August demo to learn 
how they can use it to put timber 
sales together.

“Through satellite technology, 
you can put sales on maps in the 
machine, and the logger can go 
out on the sale and see where he is 
and what needs to be done on the 
screen,” Gessell of Nortrax says.  
“Machines can see other machines, 
so your skidder and your feller 
buncher can see each other, where 
they’re going, or your harvester 
and your forwarder.  They can also 
see what piles of wood are left, so 
if you get a bunch of snow over 
the weekend, you can come out 
Monday to forward and you know 
where all the wood is on the site.  
We have contractors buying these 

John Deere’s 1270G cut-to-length processor 

systems already.”
Ziegler Cat plans to have several 

machines on site at the Expo, but 
Caterpillar will be introducing some 
new products later in the year with 
Tier 4 emissions, including a 573D 
Series Wheel Feller Buncher in 
November.

For Ponsse, Estabrooks is keeping 
his company’s Expo plan close to 
the vest, for now.

8

“We’re going to have something 
nobody’s ever seen before,” 
Estabrooks says.  “Expect a surprise 
coming from Ponsse.”

The 63rd Annual North Star Expo 
runs from 9AM to 5PM on Friday 
September 16, and from 9AM to 
2PM on Saturday the 17, all at the 
Itasca County Fairgrounds in Grand 
Rapids.
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The Timber Bulletin publishes 
information regarding results of a 
sampling of recent timber sales and 
other market indicators, as well as 
other market-related news items.

July Storms Result in 
Salvage Auctions

Strong July storms caused 
blowdown in several areas of 
Minnesota.  Several affected 
agencies are planning on holding 
salvage auctions in hopes of 
cleaning up fallen timber.  In other 
cases, the blown down timber is on 
existing timber permits.

The DNR saw blowdown on 
roughly 4000 acres of state forest 
land, in the  Cloquet, Aitkin, Tower, 
Bemidji, and Backus areas.  Just 
under a third of the blowdown 
is on existing permits, and those 
sales will be reappraised, if the 
damage is at least 20 percent of the 
remaining sale volume or value, or 
if the blowdown affects high valued 
timber.

On the Markets
The DNR has scheduled three 

salvage auctions:
Aitkin Area	 August 23
Tower Area	 August 30
Cloquet Area	 September 6
Aitkin/Backus 
    Areas	 September 7 
Bemidji Area	 September 13 
Aitkin County plans to have a 

salvage to clean up blowdown in 
the Hill City area, and a  salvage 
auction in late August or early 
September is planned.  The county 
will also work with existing permit 
holders with damaged sales.

Likewise, St. Louis County 
expects at least one salvage sale and 
will work with permit holders on 
existing sales, where necessary.

Recent Timber Sales 
Average prices, as reported
by each agency

Agency	 Regular	 Intermediate
Lake County
June 22—Sealed Bid
Aspen P&B	 $31.26	 NA
Birch P&B	 $18.45	 NA
Maple P&B	 $12.61	 NA
Ash P&B	 $10.16	 NA
Balsam P&B	 $10.45	 NA
8 of the 24 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.

Cass County
June 30—Sealed Bid
Aspen 	 $44.51	 $51.09
Red Oak	 $48.85	 $52.64
Birch	 $27.61	 $32.31
All 5 tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased.
Hubbard County
July 11—Oral Auction
Aspen Mixed	 $47.83	 NA
Aspen Pulp	 $41.47	 NA
Birch Pulp	 $15.98	 NA
Oak Mixed	 $28.97	 NA
All 15 tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased.

DNR—Warroad Area
July 21—Oral Auction
Aspen Species 
   (WC)	 $25.47	 $18.92
Balsam Fir 
   (WMP)	 $23.68	 $24.80
Jack Pine 
   (WMP)	 $41.60	 $40.40
Mixed Spruce 
   (WMP)	 $27.85	 $32.35
Tamarack (WC)	 $  2.53	 $  3.03
All 25 tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased
Cass County
July 28—Oral Auction
Aspen 	 $40.60	 $32.79
Red Oak	 $35.51	 $43.55
Birch	 $22.44	 $27.07
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All 6 tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased.
Beltrami County
August 2—Sealed Bid
Aspen pulp	 $23.25	 NA
Tamarack pulp	 $  6.10	 NA
Balsam pulp	 $10.41	 NA
All 7 tracts offered during the sale 
were purchased.
Koochiching County
August 3—Oral Auction
Aspen P/B	 $34.03	 $36.52
Spruce P/B	 $19.19	 $25.71
Jack Pine P/B	 $51.11	 $46.86
Red Pine P/B	 $50.13	 $40.50
Balsam P/B	 $11.70	 $13.95
29 of the 30 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
Beltrami County
August 4—Oral Auction
Aspen pulp	 $47.42	 NA
Tamarack pulp	 $  9.73	 NA
Balsam pulp	 $17.69	 NA
Birch pulp	 $19.89	 NA
10 of the 11 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased.
Aitkin County
August 17—Sealed Bid
Aspen P/B	 $36.89	 NA
Mixed 
   Hdwds P/B	 $15.87	 NA
Red Pine P/B	 $32.35	 NA
Maple P/B	 $12.50	 NA
24 of the 27 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased
St. Louis County
May 12—Oral Auction
Aspen 
   pulpwood	 NA	 $21.14
Black Spruce 
   pulp	 NA	 $21.81
Birch pulpwood	 NA	 $ 5.15
Norway 
   Pine pulp	 NA	 $15.72
21 of the 32 tracts offered during the 
sale were purchased
Products:
PB= Pulp and Bolts
WMP= Woodsrun mixed Products
WC= Woodsrun cordwood
ST=Sawtimber
WST=Woodsrun Sawtimber
PW=Pulpwood
SLV=Sawlogs/Veneer

 

Ben Mussehl 
Financial Svcs Offcr Spec 
715-688-6506 
Ben.Mussehl@AgStar.com  

AgStar Financial Services understands both loan and lease options for the 
timber industry. That’s why our team of timber experts can help provide you 
with a financing package that is best for your operation. AgStar Financial 
Services is a partner you can trust.  

 

AgStar.com 866-577-1831 

AgStar Financial Services is an equal opportunity employer, 
lender and provider. © 2015 All rights reserved. 

INTRODUCING...

BIGGER NOSE.
BETTER, SMOOTHER CUTTING.

MUCH LONGER LASTING.

.404'' HARVESTER BAR

™ ™

The Legend Returns. 
Introducing the New

Dealer Inquiries Invited. GB Bars are Exclusively Marketed in the U.S.A. by   

The newly designed professional sawbar now comes with a 15 tooth nose sprocket, which allows 
for higher chain tensions that improve efficiency. The patented 15 tooth sprocket and unique oil 

feeder grooves work together to reduce friction and wear which extends the life of the tip.

800.323.3708 | info@wallingfords.com

www.wallingfords.com

Internal oil feeder grooves (Patent 
Pending)  force the lubrication 
direct to the bearings, keeping them 
cool which results in longer life.

Premium roller bearings provide longer 
life and resistance to nose spreading.

High tensile 
rivets.

New 15 tooth sprocket (Finland Utility Patent FI 10727 other patents pending), only 
available on XV sawbars, reduces its RPM resulting in less friction and wear.

Replaceable nose/tip for 
extended use of the bar.

Ultra high strength Titanium alloy steel bar body 
reduces bending and has been proven to be the 
strongest sawbar available.

Email: auction@wausauauctioneers.com
www.wausauauctioneers.com



Timber Bulletin    July/August 201628

LOGGERS OF THE PAST . . .

Care Given to  
Old Jacks

by J. C. Ryan

This story is reprinted from an earlier Timber Bulletin–one of the first of “Buzz” 
Ryan’s ever-popular contributions to these pages. The Bulletin will continue to 
reprint selected stories from the memories he recorded for us.–Editor
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LOGGERS OF THE PAST . . .

Care Given to Old Jacks
by J. C. Ryan

I spent my childhood in the Bemidji 
area, and grew up with the logging indus-
try. I have known most of the big and near 
big logging companies and many of the 
smaller jobbers that worked for the larger 
firms. 

One of my pet peeves is to hear people 
today sound off about the terrible living 
conditions of the old-time lumberjack. 
There seems to be a tendency to picture 
old-time logging companies and loggers as 
exploiters of labor that had little thought 
or feeling towards the lumberjack other 
than to work him 10-12 hours daily, give 
him the poorest housing, feed him the 
worst food, give him meager pay and send 
him off to the poorhouse to die when he 
was old. This was far from the truth!

Most companies and independent log-
gers took very good care of their workers 
and older men. They and their foremen 
had a following of jacks that worked for 
them year after year, and they made a 
special effort to help and keep their work-
ing force.

Men who worked many years for a com-
pany often were kept on the payroll long 
after they were able to produce, and were 
paid as long as they were able to walk to 
the table to eat.

It was not uncommon to see several old 
jacks working around camp – piling, split-
ting wood, filing lanterns and doing minor 
chores while they recuperated from illness 
or injury (or were just too old to work in 
the woods.) 

I remember going to a Crookston Lum-
ber Co. camp, where George Brown was 
foreman, and seeing 12 old jacks just able 
to hobble to the table. Only when they 
couldn’t walk to the table were they taken 
from the camps.

Many older jacks were kept on as camp 
watchmen or were allowed to take care of 
a few head of horse during the summer 
months when the camps were not in 
operation.

They were given jobs that they were 
capable of such as watching railroad cross-
ings, haying hills on the ice roads and 
working as night watchmen. 

Some companies set up shacks and fur-
nished food for their old-timers. During 
slack times. I have seen camp foremen stop 

on the street and pick up several old-tim-
ers and take them to the camps to rest and 
be fed. One could always stop at a camp 
and stay several days even if the camp was 
not hiring at the time. Very few old lum-
berjacks went to the poor house or became 
recipients of public care. 

In 1916, there were about 30,000 men 
working in lumber camps in Koochiching 
County; there were only five old men in the 
county poorhouse.

In some smaller towns, companies set 
up small hospitals where their men could 
go if hurt or sick and stay until they were 
able to return to camp. During the peak of 
logging days, many jacks had hospital tick-
ets they bought from the “Lumberjack 
Sister” of St. Mary’s Hospital in Duluth: 
and they could go there if sick or disabled. 
The companies often paid for these hospi-
tal tickets.

Much has been said about the poor food 
that was given the jacks. This was not true. 
While I worked as log inspector in 1922. I 
ate and stayed at more than 70 camps that 
winter, and with the exception of fresh 
fruit and milk, the food was as good as or 
better than food served in leading hotels. 
The best food available under the condi-
tions was always served, and the camp 
foremen were always looking for the best 
cooks. They knew that a well-fed crew was 
a happy crew and put out the best work. It 
was only in a few of the smaller jobber 
camps that one occasionally found poor 
food.

It was true that no inside toilets or 
shower baths were found in the camps, but 

very few homes in the small towns had 
these facilities during the early 1900s. 
However, most camps had a small building 
where men could wash their clothes and 
“boil-up” to get rid of lice. The men them-
selves did a good job of policing. If a man 
came to camp that they thought might 
bring lice, they insisted that he “boil-up” 
before sleeping in the bunkhouse. There 
was always plenty of soap and hot water 
available.

The lumberjack was a happy, clean liv-
ing individual in camp. This was not true 
when he went to town to blow his stake. He 
then slept in “dump hotels” or boarding 
houses and lived under pretty tough condi-
tions until his stake was gone. Then he 
was ready to return to camp. His camp 
foreman or company man would rescue 
him from the “vultures,” get him back to 
camp and give him a few days to get back 
into shape for work. I have seen these men 
stay in camp up to two weeks before they 
were able to go back to work after blowing 
a big stake.

There were no relief rolls during the 
heyday of the logging industry and it was 
not until the late 1920s and early 1930s 
that transient and W.P.A. camps were set 
up to take care of these men. This was 
after most camps had closed and compa-
nies had gone out of the logging business. 
During the peak days of the logging indus-
try, it was the companies and loggers that 
looked after their workers. If all industry 
took as good care of its workers as the 
logging industry did there would be few 
complaints.
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BUILDING EQUIPMENT THAT CREATES OPPORTUNITIES

®

REDUCE COST.
INCREASE PROFITS.

For over 50 years, Morbark has manufactured high-performance equipment that allows you to harvest and process wood  
and other materials and convert them into profitable products. Nortrax can help you match your requirements with the best  
in Morbark Chiparvestors™, whole tree chippers, grinders and more. Depend on Nortrax for excellent product support, 
as well as an extensive Morbark equipment and parts inventory.

Contact: Erik Lunemann
  Nortrax Morbark Product Specialist - 218.244.7478

Grand Rapids  800.450.9427  •  Duluth  800.450.7456  •  Bemidji  888.450.1996

Nortrax & Morbark® can help you take your operation to the next level with:
   • Forestry       • Biomass       • Recycling      • Construction & Land Clearing Waste      



Timber Bulletin    July/August 201630

To serve our readers better, the Timber 
Bulletin offers free classified ads of 
up to 85 words to all members and 
associate members of the Minnesota 
Timber Producers Association. All ads 
must be submitted in writing to the 
Association office. The MTPA assumes 
no responsibility for ad contents and 
accepts free ads on a first-come, first-
served basis within space limitations.
________________________________
HELP WANTED________________________________
Truck driver, full time, year 
around, hauling tree length wood 
in Southeast Texas, experience 
preferred. 409-489-0113
________________________________
WANTED________________________________

Barrel stave logs – White Oak and 
Burr Oak butt cuts 12-inch diameter 

and up – random lengths
For more information call

Robert Staggemeier at
Staggemeyer Stave Co. Inc.

Caledonia, MN 55921
Office: 507-724-3395
Cell: 608-792-7598

Classifieds
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TIMBER BULLETIN Subscription Order

Make checks payable to:
TPA Services, Inc., 903 Medical Arts Bldg., 324 W. Superior St., Duluth, MN 55802

Note: Existing subscriptions will continue at their current rate until they expire.

Please send my GIFT SUBSCRIPTION to the Minnesota Timber Bulletin (six issues
per year) to be sent to the name below. Payment is enclosed for:

� 1 year $20  � 2 years $33  � 3 years $45
Please type or print clearly.

NAME ____________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _________________________________________________________

CITY _____________________________STATE ____________ZIP____________

Please ENTER my subscription to the Minnesota Timber Bulletin (six issues per
year). Payment is enclosed for:

� 1 year $25  � 2 years $40  � 3 years $55
Please type or print clearly.

NAME ____________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _________________________________________________________

CITY _____________________________STATE ____________ZIP____________

COMPANY/ORGANIZATION ____________________________________________

Logging equipment
can damage
underground pipelines.
Pipeline Rights-of-Way are not designed as roads and can be 
damaged by heavy machinery, such as logging equipment.

Contact Enbridge before working on or crossing our pipeline 
right-of-way. We will work with you to establish safe crossing 
and accommodate logging requirements.

Call (800) 858-5253

ENBRIDGE ENERGY

EMERGENCY

CALL BEFORE
YOU DIG

TOLL FREE
1-800-858-5253

LIMITED PARTNERSHIP

enbridgeUS.com
enbridge.com
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We’re changing the logging game. Loggers like you asked for more efficiency, 
more productivity, and less operator fatigue. Thousands of testing hours 
later, we’re happy to say our new 800M Series Tracked Feller Bunchers and 
Harvesters deliver all three. Using one easy-to-operate joystick, our exclusive 
new Rapid Cycle System (RCS) combines automated felling-head arm cycling 
with simple boom control. The RCS can also be tailored to individual skill levels 
and specific harvesting conditions. That’s game-changing performance — 
because at John Deere, We’re For Loggers.

CONSIDER THE 
GAME OFFICIALLY 
CHANGED. 

Bemidji, MN   888.450.1996

Ashland, WI    800.472.6685

Duluth, MN                  800.450.7456

Chippewa Falls, WI    800.691.2924

Grand Rapids, MN   800.450.9427 

Escanaba, MI             800.562.6174 

Monico, WI     800.472.7202

Mosinee, WI   866.312.8414

 See your Nortrax representative for more information.



FORESTRY 
QUALITY WITH 
THE KOMATSU 

ADVANTAGE

FORESTRY 
QUALITY WITH 
THE KOMATSU 

ADVANTAGE

Komatsu is an engineering company with a dedicated focus on forestry 
that will bring your business distinct advantages, including:

• Technical	innovations • Product	support
• Manufacturing	quality • A	reliable	partner

Komatsu	delivers	world	class	quality,	reliability	and	support	–	all	the	tools	
you’ll need to get the job done.

www.rmsequipment.com
RMS Duluth, MN 
1-800-888-9535 
Wade Stromgren

RMS Virginia, MN
1-218-290-3140
Les Harkonen

Road Machinery & Supplies Co. has
proudly served its customers since 1926.

RMS Grand Rapids, MN
1-218-780-1926 
Shawn Mitchell


